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SOME TIMES PARSON OF 


HOFV GHTON IN THE BISHO- 
PRICKE OF DvRuam. 


A man for his ſingular piety and 


integritic famous, and renowned over 


all the Nortberne parts of this King- 
dome of ENnGtaND. 


F aithfully collected and written in 


Latine by the Right Reverend Farther in 


God GzorGs Caxrtrton Jate | ord Biſhop 
of CHICHESTER, andpubliſhed for the 


faisfaQion of his  onnttimen, by whom it was 
long ſince earneſtly deſired, 


a— 


Tranſlated by W ILLIAM FREAKXKE Miniſter, 


—— 
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The inſt ſhall be had im euerlaſting remem- 
brance. Plal. 11.2. 6. 

The memory of the righteous ſhallbe bleſſed, 
but the name of the wicked ſhall rot. Prov, 
10.7. 
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The inſt ſhall be had in enerlaſting remem- 
brance. Plal. 112. 6. 

The memory of the righteous ſhallbe bleſſed, 
but the name of the wicked ſhall rot. Prov, 


10.7. 
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Printed by Wi LL1 AM LONE s,dwel. 
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GEORGE BIS HOP OF 


CurcuesrERr, TO WILLIAM 


BELVSIS Knight, wiſheth ſal- 
vationin Chriſt, 


74 s Fin Fs Charch of Gd , 

2] t&, there were many ſuch 4sMr. 

x Gilpin Was, 1. ſhould holde 
2 it needleſſe, to recommend 
Y the memoriall of this Man 
RS CA onto the world. But ſeeing 
hes are ſo fs or (to ſpeak freely what 1 
think) none at all, who ( following the rule of 
ſorare piety, and anflimony) haue propounded 
ſonatable an example, to all thoſe who doe aſpire 
to a bleſſed life, and conſtantly walked in the 
ſame) 7 conceiue that ſuch a patterne, would 
kindle the zeale of many good men, to walke in 
fo faire a way,though happily they were not able 


to attaine to the perfeFtion thereof. xamples of 
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the like piety in holy men we haue beard of ma- 
ny in auncient hiſtories & often read of them in 
their writings, but in men of this our age it is 
not to be found : For ſo farre ſhort are we from 
this zeale in furtherance of piety, that now it 15 
to be feared, leſt Religion ( ſo eagerly and toy- 


fully vndertaken and profeſſed at firſt) will come 


to be euenloathed, and reiefed of many, and fo 
finally come to confuſion : ſeeing experience of 
former times hath confirmed this truth vnto vs 
that profaneſſe of life and manners hath drawne 
withall the ruine of Religion, thereby to giue vs 
a taſle now of What it is like to doe hereafter ; 


| Now we make no doubt, but(in ſo great a decay 


of auncient holines)Mr.GiIpins name(like the 
Owle amongſt other Birds) when it comes a- 
broad will proue hatefull to many ; Net T held 
this no ſufficient reaſon why to ſuppreſſe it : 
Wherein though ſome pick out matter for their 
derifion and ſcorne, yet other ſome may meete 
with matter for their admiration, others for 
their Imitation to work on. As for you Worthy 
Sir) you hereby intoy the harveſt of your earneſt 
and often deſire. Many yeeres this writins hath 
hyne by me from the common view, the edition 
whereof 1 did therefore of purpoſe defer, to pre- 

7 ent 
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rvent them, (who may ſeeme to fland at a dis 
ance farre off from this forme of holmeſſe) 
from iudging themſelues preindized hereby: But 
as my purpoſe is to further all, as much as I 
might, ſo it was not to hurt any : If any good or 
furtherance redound to any by this my labour, he 
muſt thank You, Whoſe impor tunity hath extor- 
tedit, ſuch as it is, out of my hands. And ſeeing 
you liue in the very place,wherein Mr.Gilpins 
Whole life and worth are beſt knowne,and your 
ſelfe bane beene ſo earneſt with me for the ſame, 

this every carefull deſire of yours to preſerue 
and perpetuate Mr. Gilpins memory, is a moſt 

pregnant proofe and an vndeniable teftimony of 
the mgenuity and goodneſſe of your own mine : 

Which worthy diſpoſition of yours hath comman- 

ded me to dedicate this little work to your name, 

to ſtand for ener as a pledge of your Religions 


affe tion toMr. Gilpin,emy true love vnto you 
So Fare you well, 
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memory of Mr. BxRNARD GLILPIN, 
his Reverend Kinſman, ſometimes 


 Parſomof HAV G HTON. 


Hew methat man who can, one amongltten, 
g W ho did-as this mandid, this marrotmen, © 
| W ho ne*re knew Symony,that ſpreading Tetter, 
Which makes the bribe-{wolne foule the Devils debter; 
Who ere encountred with ſo many theeues, 
Vnript their rankling ſores, and cur'd their gricues ! 
For gitts fo richly rare:for witlo quick, - 
And would refuſe a proffer d Biſhoprick | * - 
Who made the poore his children, eagd cheir need, 
And fed the hungry with the ſatfe of bread ! - 
To blinde, to lame, to ſick, to ſore, to poore, 
Aneye,/a ſtay;/a care, acure, aſhower, ! - 
To right to reare, to cure, to cheere, to water, 
And ſhew the temper of his gen'rous nature | 
Finde me out ſuch a man, North Eaſt, South, Welt, 
Ynleſie you raks him from the Phanyx neſt. 
Now-roſt metheſe rare-vertues make me proud, 
Deep-ſtamp'diwthis grave Parriorofmy blood : 
W hothough tranſlated from the paths of men, 
And now tranſtated by-an Engliſhpen, :. 
Yer ſhall the :ubſtance of his 1nward ſhrine. 
Out-line the vading period of time : 
ror theſe fiweet odours ſhall preſerue his ame, 
So long as Kent from Kentmrre takes his name. 
Dignum lande virum 
Anſawitat mort, 
Colo beat = —= 
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Take heed therefore vnto your ſclues, and to 
the whole flocke, whereof the holy Cholt 
hath made you Overſeers, to feed the Church 
of God whereof he hath purchaſed with that 
his owne blood. | 

For I know this, thatafter my departing 
ſhall grievous wolues enter in among you,not 
ſparing the flocke. 


Philip. 3.18,19. 
For many walke of whom TI haue tolde you 
often,and now tell you weeping, that they are 
the enemies of the Crofle of Chriſt: 
Whoſe end is damnation, whoſe God is 
their belly,and whoſe glory-is to their ſhame, 
which minde earthly things. 
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The life of BERNARD G1 LPIN. 


—a Ered Gilpin was borne at Kentmire 1n 
A 5 the County of Weſtmorland in the yeare 
z of our Lord 1517. of anancient and hono- 
? rable family, being the ſon of Edwin Git- 
E/ 4? pra,the elder brother of which Edwin was 
= -<2 {]ain inthe battle of 59ſwerth, being heire 
in the fifth deſcent to Kichard Gupm,who in the Raign of 
King /ehn was enfeoffed in the Lordſhip of Kentmere hall 
by the Baron of Kendall for his ſingular deſerts both in 
peace and warre. This was that Richard Gilpm who flew 
the wilde Boore, that rageing inthe mountaines adioy- 
ning, as ſometimes did that of £r:mantbas, had much in- 
dammaged the Country-people : whence it is that the 
Gilpwmes 11 their Coate Armes giue the Boore. The Mo- 
ther of Bernard Gupin was e Margaret the Daughter of 
Waillians L aten of Delamain in { wmberland,a man of an an- 
cient houſe, and a family famous in that warlike age, as 
from whence had ſprung many right valiant Gentle- 
men. 

This Bernard being yeta very childe gaue teſtimony 
of future holineſſe ypon this occaſion. A certaine beg- 
ging Frier the better to diſpoſe the hearts of the people 
toliberality towards him, proiefled himſelfe a Zealous 
Preacher ; howdeit the Friers of thoſe dayes, and that 
ranke were but a fordid and diſhoneſt people, ſome of 
them, yea the greateſt part labouring for a forme of holi- 
nefle, but denying the power of it in their liues and con- 
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E i The life of Bernard Gilpin. 


verfations, whereas others of chem retained not ſo much 
as an outſide thereof. This waadring, companion was 
come vpontne Saturday to the hoale. of this Gelpins Fa- 
ther, as purpoiing to preach the next morrow being the 
Lords day ; where he was eterteined reſpeRiuely e- 
nough : for at that time it wasa' ſinne vnpardonable to 
offend the leaſt of theſe iocuits.. The holy Frier at ſupper 
time catelike a glutton, . and like a,beaſt could no: gine 0- 
ver toſſing the pot, vntill being overcome with drinke 
he expoſed himſelfe a ſhameſull ſpeRacle to fo chaſt and 
ſobera family. But in the morning as if he had beene 
ſome young Saint lately dropped from heaven, he cauſeth 
k the Bell to-towle to-the Sermon,. andin the midſt there- 
4 of bluſtering out certaine good words, he preſumed to 
q | grow hot againſt ſome ſinnes of the time, and amongſt 
I the reſtto thunder bouldly againſt drunkennefle. Young. 
of Ge{pm who had but newly got the vie of his tongue, ha- 
ving obſerved (asit ſeemed). the hatefull baſenefle of the 
man by his overſight the night before, and now hearing 
the. beaſt cry out ſs loud agatalt theſe crimes which him+ 
{fe had fo lately beene guilty of, as he was fitting.neere 
to his Mothers.lap in the Church ſodainly crieth out in 
theſe words ; O Mother, doe you heare how this fellow 
dare ſpeak againſt drunkennofle, who was drunke thim- 
ſelfe yeſternight at our houſe ?:-The Mother made ſpeed 
to ſtop the childes mouth withrher hand, that he might 
{peake no further. . After this the parents of the boy per- 
cciving his diſpoſition by many evident teſtimonies 4 
were diligently carefull to make him a ſcholler, He kad a : 
{choolfellow one Edwin Airy whomafterwards heloved 
intirely for his gooddifpoſition and approoved honeſty, : 
but G«/pim. did farre excell the reft in acuteneſle of wit. F 
Having therefore with great approbation paſled his time 
in the Grammar-ſ{choole, he is by his parents, (who had 
now conceived great hope of their ſonne) ſent to Oxford. 
At that time in Oxford both learning and Relligion were f 
in all things out of joynt,and overgrown wath the ruſt of 
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The life of Bernard Gilpin. 3 
Barbariſme. And now was young Gilpin ſ1xteene yearcs 
of age at his comming to Oxfora, being in the yeare of 
our Lord 1533. Being entred in Queenes Colledge, he 
profited wondrouſly in humanelearmng : He becanie, as 
almoit all the good wits of that time very converſant in 
the writings of Eraſmus. Hefell very-cloſe to the ſtudy 
Logick and Philolophy,, wherein he was obſerved to 
grow excellent, and to beare away the bell in {chooles. 
He added to this his humane learning,the ſingular know- 
ledge of the Greeke and Hebrew, wherein he made vie 
of the aſliſtance and friendſhip of one Neale, betwixt 
whom and this Gi/pm was growne much famillarity by 
the athnity of their ſtudies. This Neale was a Fellow of 
New-Colledge,and afterwards Profeſſour of the Hebrew 
in Oxfera.And now after ſome few yeares carefully ſpent 
in theſe ſtudies Gi/pi began to be fo famous, and ſo be- 
loved in Oxford, that there was hardly any place of pre- 
ferment for a ſcholler, whereof the eminency of Gupins 


yertue had not rendred him worthy in the publick eſtt- 


mation. There was then an enquiry made for men of 
more then ordinary learning and tame, who might make 
vpa number of {chollers-in Chriſt-Church at that time 
newly begun, and honour it with the commendation of 
learning. Amongſt theſe was our G«pin one of the firſt 
ele ted. At thattime he had not fully attained to truth 


and ſincerity in Relligion, as having beene alwayes in- 


ſrukRked in the traditions of the Church of Rome; for in 
thoſe dayes the moſt part of men did not'regulate their 
Relligion and piety by the rule of Gods word, but accor- 
ding to the Traditions of their Fathers received from 
hand to hand. His minde although diſpoſed to holineſſe 
did for a while remaine in darkneſfſe, and being over- 
clouded with preiudiciall reipe&s laboured vnder the 
burthen of ſuperſtition not without ſome ſhadow of An- 
tiquity.; being more earneſt againſt vices and corruptt- 
ons of the time,then againſt the traditions of the Fathers. 
Therefore at that time 4 lcemed a great vploater 


4 Thelife of Bernard Gilpin: 
ofthe Popiſh Relligion. He held diſputation publickly 
againſt lohn Hooper, who was afterwards Biſhop of wor- 
ceſter, and at the laſt a glorious Martyr of Chriſt. After 
the death of King Hewry the eight, when Eaward the ſixt 
was King, Peter eMertr induced by the piety and Mu- 
nificence of{uch a Prince read the Divinity Leftare in 
Oxford. Againſt whom the Sophilſters indeavoured to 
make oppotition, Cheadſey, Weſton, and Morgan, who 
deſired alſo todraw in G#pin on their fide, that by his 
adyiſe and help they might the more diftrat Peror Mar- 
tir ; and the matterat laſt came to this puth, that Gilpin 
was producedto hould diſputation againſt the poſitions 
of Peter Martir. Vpon occaſion of which diſpute Gilpin 
to the end that he might defend his cauſe in hand adyen- 
tureth more diligently then ordinary to examine the 
Scriptures and the auncient Fathers : And by how much 
the more he ſtudied to defend the cauſe which he had yn- 
dertaken, ſo much thelefle confidence he began to haie 
therein, becauſe he ſuppoſed that he ought to ſtand for 
the truth, which he ſtroue with all his might to diſcover 
and finde out. But whiles he was zealouſly ſearching for 


the truth, he began by little and little to hauea ſight of his 


owne errour S.- her eupon Peter M arti was wout ofcen 
to ſay, that he was not much troubled either for Peſton, 
Morgaz, or thelike, but as for that G{pin, ( faith he) I 
am very much mooyed concerning him, for he doth and 
{peaketh all things with an vpright hearr. The reſt ſeeme 
to me to be men, who regard their bellies moſt ofall, and 
being moſt vnconſtant are carried away as 1t were with 
every blaſt oFambition and covetoulneſſe. But Gripin re- 
ſting firmely ypon gravity of manners, and the teſtimo- 
ny ofa moſt laudable life feemeth to honour with his 
owne goodnefſſe the cauſe which he yndertaketh. Yea, 
and he did often pray vnto God that he would be pleaſed 
atthe laſt to.convert vnto his truth the heart of G«psn, 
being ſo inclinable to all honeſt deſires. And doubtleſſe 
God heard the prayer of Perer Adarnr : For from that 


The life of Bernard Gilpin 7 
time forward Grin drew neere to the knowledge of the 
trach, not vpo! a ſod1ine, bur as himſelfe confefled by de- 

recs. 

Pete! Martir had much thiminated Oxford with the 
truth of Diyinity and the knowledge of humane learning. 
W hereupon G«pm relolved more earneſtly to apply him- 
{clfe both by ſtady and prayer to ſearch ont the truth. To 
which purpoſe he determined to put in writing the dif- 
putation which had bzene betwixt himfſelfe and Hooper, 
Bur inthe expreiJing and vnfoulding of the ſaid contro- 
verſie, while he dwelt for a time vpon an accurate exa- 
mination of the points which he had reſolved to confute, 
whiles he ſearcheth them to the bottome, and regulateth 
the inſtitutions of the Church to the authority of Scrip- 
tare, without which he well vnderſtood that there could 
be no true Church at all, he felt himſelfe eaſily overcome, 
and was not ſory to be oyercome by the truth. Thoſe 
- Araughts being found amongſt Mr. Gupins writings re- 

ferved in his private deske doe teſtifie his ingenuous 
and free confeſſion , together with the power of the 
truth and Gods great mercy in his converſion. Whiles 
he curiouſly pryeth into the Popiſh relligion, he was in- 
forced to acknowledge that very many-errours were 
crept into the Church which hinder and obſcure the 
matter ot our falyation, inſomuch that they are no ſmall 
offence to as many as hunger and thirſt after righteouſ- 
neſſe and the knowledge of the truth. He diſcovered ma- 
ny corruptions and changes of found doftrine, he found 
not ſo much asa word touching ſeven Sacraments before 
Peter Lumbard: and that the vie ofthe Supper was de- 
livered ynder one kinde onely contrary to exyreſſe Scrip- 
tures:that Tranſubſtantiation was a deviſe of the Schoole- 
men : that the doArine of the worke wrought called O- 
pres operatum, was newly rifen : thatthe Maſſe was tur- 
ned froma Sacram2nt to a Sacrifice: that in the Church 
whereinall things were ordeined for the edification of 
the people, all things were now done, to the non-edifica- 
A3 tion 


6 The life of Bernard Gilpin, 
tion ofthem : that the adoration of Images was inſtitu 
ted againſt the expreſſe commandement ot God. Demurs 
ring tora while as diſtrated with theſe thoughts, behold 
the rule of faith lately changed in the Councel of Trexe 
vtterly aſtoniſhed him. For he had obſeryed out of the 
auncient Writers as well as out of the .later ones, Lum. 
bard, Scores, Aquinasy and thereſt, that the rule of faith 
was to bedrawne onely from the holy Scriptures, but in 
the Councel of [ent he beheld humane traditions made 
equall with the Scriptures. And ſeeing he vnderſtood 
thele traditions:o be nothing elſe but peeviſh and croſle_ 


. Expoſitions of the holy Scriptures,deviled by the Biſhops 


of Rome, and thruſt inamong the Decretall- Epiſtles, as 


alfo that the {aid Necretall Epiſtles were meerely feigned 
_ and ſuppoſitions, ..as is confirmed by the teſtimonies of 


many learned men, and indeed by the confeſſion of the 
very Papiſts themſelues is acknowledged to be out of all 
doubt, this ſo great a confuſionof things being riſen in 
the Churchin theſe lacter ages enforced Gelpin now ear- 
neſtly deſiring nothing ſo muchas true piety, to beginto 
> woe; whether the Pope-might not be that Antichriſt 
foretould in the Scriptures,and the Popiſh Church plainly 


Antichriſtian. For what is it to-exalt and ſet vp himſelfe 
againſt all that is called God, -inſomuch that he ſitteth as 
Godin the Temple of God, behaving himſelfe as God, if 


not this, that the Pope is head of the vniverſall Church, 


the Lord, the Monarch, and as it were the God thereof? 
And that the word of the Pope is defended as the very 


word of God 2 For how ſhall not he whoſe word is as 
the word of God, beas God, oppoſing himſelfe to God, 
and ſhewing himſelfe that he is God ? But this word is 
called the vnwritten word, or verbum non ſcreptum, 1$ 
drawne out of the ſtinking puddles of the Decretals, that 
is to ſay, patched vp together out of falſe and fiftitious 
writings. And this word which is in no reſpe&t worthy 
to be compared withthe word of an honeſt man, 1s the 


vnwritten word of God, andto be enterteined with the 
| ame 
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fame-pious affetion as arethe holy Scriptures. Can An- 
tichriit when. he ſhail come, (if yet there be another to 
come) more grievouſly wrong and blaſpheme Chriſt and 
the holy Scriptures then the Pope doeth? And here at 
the laſt he demurred asin an exceeding great doubt. For 
who would haue thought the Pope to be Antichrilt?who 
durſt to {peake ſuch a- word -before Martin Luther ? 
Therefore, thus he argued with himſelfe : If the Pope be 
Antichriſt, I ſeenotonely probable but eyen neceſſary 
cauſes to depart fromthe Popiſh Church. But if the Pope 
benot Antichriſt, .1ſeeno ſmhcientground tor ſuch ade- 
parture. . It is. not lawfull to make a ſeperation from 
the Church :..butwe are not onely emioyned to come out 
ofthe Church of Antichriſt, but we ſee the fearefull anger 
of the living God, .and heare his dreadfull threates thun- 
dered out againſt thoſe who ſhall remaine in Babrlov that 
Sinagogue of Antichriſt. Foraſmuch as a.voice from hea- 
ven ſpeaketh vnto vs. Apoc.+8.Come out of her my peo- 
ple:&it is denounced that they ſhal receiue ofher plagues 
Wholoever haue beene partakers of her ſinnes. Here 
therfore he ſkoppeda while: becauſe except thePope were 
manifeſtly dete&ted to be Antichriſt, he did not vnder- 
ſtand how he might ſeperate from the Church:and there- 
fore heapplicd himſelte by ſearching; reading,prayer and 
meditation, to be reſolved of this truth. He obſerved out 
ofthe Auncient Fathers, Þ ertullian, lerom, Ambroſe, Atts 
guſtine, Chryſeftome,C Tall, androthers,that paſſage where- 
in Antichriſtis defcribed, 2 Theſ.2.7. He which now with. 
houldeth (hall let till he be taken out of the way, tobe ſo in- 
terpreted as vnderſtood of the Romane Empire , that 
the Romane Empire which now held preheminence 
ſhould keepe oſleMion vnxill Antichriſt ſhall come, who 
ſhall poſſeſle:the ſeat of the-Romane Empire. And more- 
over whereas1t is laid inthe ſame place, ther Chrift ſhall 
. wot come agaime except there be a depart::re foſt,he obſerved 
this thing to be fulfilled likewiſe. He perceived firſt a 
very maine departure of, the Church of Rowe from her 


primitine 
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primitiue ſimplicity and truth. And ſecondly, a ſecond 
departure orſeperation no lefſe manifeſt, to wit, of that 

of the Refortned Churches from the Church of Rem. 
Mr. Gs/pin would often ſay that the Churches of the 
Proteſtants were not able to giue any firme and ſolid rea- 
ſon of their {eperation beſides this, to wit, that the Pope 
IS Anticariſt. For he vnderſtood that a departure was 
commanded from the Church of Antichriſt by that hea- 
vealy injunction, Goe om of ber my people, and be net parta- 
keys of ker ſinnes, leſt ye receine alſa of ber plagues, Revel, 
18.4. In which places, {ebn willy foretelleth that the 
people of God ſhould be called out of the Synagogue of 
Antichriſt : that here was no third thing to be thought 
'vpon : thateither the Church of Chriſt was not to be 
forſaken, or the Pope to be accounted Antichriſt, out of 
whoſe Church the Church of God is called forth by an 
heavenly voice & command. And now event which is the 
moſt yndoubted interpreter of Prophecies hath prooved 
all theſe things vnto vs: We haue fcene already many 
Ages agoe that Kingdome taken away, which ruled over 
all in the time of the Apoſtles:: and ithe roome thereof 
an Eccleſiaſticall Kingdome-ere&ted, ſuch an one as was 
never ſcene inthe Church in former Ages.: We -haue be- 
held the fearefull departure of the Church of Rome from 
the auncient purity and integrity of the Church. We haue 
obſerved and doe daily the people called as it were by a 
voice from heayen, comming out of Babylow, that is to 
fay, out of the-Churchof Antichriſt. Our eyes haue ſeene 
theſe things fulfilled, whichwe haue read of as being fore- 
tould ſo many Ages agoe. Theſe things mooved the mind 
of Mr. G:/piz wondertully to follow that Church which 
was ſhewed vnto him out of rhe word of God. The 
Church of Reme kept therule of faithintire, vntill that 
rule waschanged and altered by the Councel of Trent, 
' And from that time it ſeemed ynto' him a matter of ne- 
ceſtitie to come out of the Church of Rowe, that ſo that 
 Charch which is true & called out of from thence fn, 
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follow the word of God. Forthis calling out ſeemed to 


point out ynto vsa peculiareſtate of the Church : ſo 4- 
brabam was called out from Ur of the Caldees,the people 


of Iſrael were called out of Egpr,thelewes out of 5abylon, 
after the captivity of ſeventy yeeres : andat the laſt after 


the ſelfe ſame manner the Reformed Church called out of 
Myſticall Bebylon, or the Church of Rome. Theſe things 
were {cene to haue beene brought to paſſe by the won- 


. derfull providence and powertull hand of God. There- 


fore he ſaw that there was a neceſſity of commiug out of 


| her, and that that Apoſtaticall Church was:to be forſa- 


ken. Buthedid not theſe things violently, but by de- 
grees. Inthe meane while Cuibbert T onſtall Biſhop of 
Durham had a purpoſe to ſend Mr. Gilpm to viſit the 
Churches in forraine parts allowing him meanes for his 
trayell. This Towfiali was Mr. Ge/pms Mothers Vancle. 
Bur before he yndertooke his voyage being commanded 
to Court he preached before King Edward the ſixth tou- 


. Ching Sacriledge ; which Sermon 1s publick 1n print. 
| Then he applicd his mind to thinke vpon his travell. 


Now ſoit was that he had a Parſonage beſtowed vpon 


. him by thecare of his friends. This Parſonage Biſhop 


Torftall perſuaded Mr. Gilpiz to keepe ſtill in his hands,as 


. meanes to furniſh him with atlowance for his travell, 


that he might demeane himſelfe more honeſtly and more 


: Gentlemanlike therein. But Gs/prm who had reteined this 


' Parſonage but a ſhort while, before he would betake 
| himfelfe to travell called vnto him a friend, whom he 
knew to be relligious, and a ſcholler, and one that would 
not be idle in the function of the holy Miniſtry, and vnto 
him he made a reſignation of his place bur a little while 
before beſtowed vpon himſelfe. Which thing when Bi- 
ſhop Tewftall came to know of, hechid with Mr. Gulpin: 
And I (faith he) haue a care of thee, and thou rejeReſt it 
as Impertinent. Burt I tell thee this before hand, that by 
theſe courſes thou wilt die a begger. At the firſt Gilpin 
indeavoureth with faire language to appeaſe the mind o 
© B the 
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the Biſhop his eſpecial good friend... Afterwards'he ad- 

ded that he had left his Parſonage ypoa neceſlity, becauſe. 
he could not keepe it in his hands with any peace of con- 
{cience. But (faith the Biſhop) thou mailt hou'd it with. 
adiſpenſation, and in this cate thon thait be diſpenſed. 
withall. But (anſwered G:/pm) the Divell will not be 

reftrained by any bonds of diſpenſation from. labouring, 
11 mine abſence the deftrution of my people committed. 
to my charge : And 1 feare that when God ſha!l call me. 
to an account of my ſtewardſhip, it will not ſerne my 

turne to make anfwer that I was diſpenſed withall whiles. 
the Divell made havock of my flock. At which anſwer 
the Biſhop ſeemed offended : but having, hereby made. 
triall of the ſincerity of Gelpins heart he began to vic him 

with more and more reſpe&t. Yet he did often threaten, 
him, as Mr. G#pin was wont to ſay, that. Fathers ſoule, (a. 
familiar word of the Biſhops) G#/pm would die a beg- 
ger. In his travell abroad he firſt viſited his brother 
George at Mechlin, who had written vnto him to that. 
purpoſe : then he lived for a while at Lovaime, and at 


 Anwerp, and at Pars. After he was.departed out of Eng- 


land, hereceived letters a ſecond time from his, brother 
George, whereby he was directed to mect himat Mect- . 
{n, becauſe he had ſomething to. deliver vnto him by. 
word of mouth that he could not conveniently write. Af- 
ter they were met, Mr. G1/pm ynderitood the reaſons 
why he had ſent for himrhither to be nothing elſe, bur 
onely to perſuade him, to take vpon him a Parſonage, * 
which. might affoord him maintenance while he. ſhould 
viſite forrazgne Vniverſities. Gupin now ſeemed to him- 
ſelfe to be in a ſtrait, for he knew that he had lately gt- 
ven the Biſhop diſtaſt ypon this occaſion, and Fe percei- 
ved that in this matter his brother was put vpon him 
by the Biſhop. . Atlaſt therefore. he writes backe to the 
Bithopintheſe words. - 
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The Letter followeth. 


Y very honourable good Lord, and moſt worthy 

ever to be honoured by me : {thought it not fit= 
tlug 0 conccale from your Lordſhip that my brotter 
hach written ynto me of late, thar ſerting all excule aſide 
I ſhould g:ue him meeting at AMechlin, becauſe he had 
fomeching ro lay vnto me touching very necellary ate 
faircs which could not be diſpatched by letters. When 
'we were mct, I vnderi{tood that his buſinefle with me 
was aothiag elle but ro try me, if I would take vpon me 
a living, whites my ſelfe in the meane while ſhould re- 
maine a ſtudent in the Vniverſity. Bur had I knowne be= 


fore hand that this was the cauſe of my tourney I ſhould 


not haue thought it neceſſary to haue interrupted my {tus 


dies with going to Mechlm, For now I conteſſe I hate 


diſcuſſed it with all the learned, bur eſpecially with the 
holy Prophets, and with the moſt auncient and moſt 
godly writers ſince the time of our Saviour : fo that Iam 
tally reſolved 1olong as I liue never to: burden-my cone 
ſcience in this,caſe, nor to keepe a living in. mine owne 
charge with condition to line from it. He anſwered that 
your Lordſhip had written vnto him that you would 


gladly conferre a living vpon me, and that your Lordihip 
and mine other friends, whereot himſelfe was one, inde 
_ + gd mee too ſcrupulous in conſcience in this caſe. W heres 


ano 1 anſwered, if I be lomewhat too ſcrupulous, (as I 
thinke Iamnot) yetit isa ma ter of: that nature, that I 


' had rather ve a little too {trikt, then to giue my conſci= 


ence too mach ſcope herein. Foraſmuch as I am once 
perſwaded, that I ſhall not offead God in refuſing ſuch a 
li ving as I caanot be reſident ypon: ſolong as [:doe not 
cenſure evill of other men, as I hope I neyer ſhall : yea I 
pray daily forall thoſe who haue the care of ſoules, that 
they may be able 1o to glue an account vnto God of the 
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charge committed vnto them as may be moſt for the 
glory of God and the edification of his Church. Hetould 
mealſo that your Lordſhi» would not confer any charge 
vpon me but ſach a one as ſhould be ſerved as well, or 
perhaps better in mine abſence, thenif I were there my 
lelfe. WhereuntoTI anſwered, that I doubted not but that 
there might be in Englanda great number of men farre 
more able then my ſelfe to take the care vpon them: And 
therefore I wiſh abone all things that they may retaine 
both the place and the benefit, and feede both the bodies 
and the {oules as I ſuppoſe all good Paſtors bound in con= 
ictence to doe. But for mine owne part cannot in con= 
{cience reape benefit from that place, wherein another 
man beſtoweth his indeavours. For though any other 
ſhould teach and preach for me as conſtantly and indus. 
ſrioully as ever Saint Augyſtine did, yet cannot I thinke 
my ſelte diſcharged by another mans paines-taking. But 
if yet I ſhould be perſuaded thus to offer violence to my 
conſcience vpon condition to remaine either here or in 
any other Vniverſity, my diſquietof conſcieace would 
never permit me to profit in my ſtudy. At this preſent, 
I praiſe God, Ihaue obtaineda comfortable privacy in 
my ſtudiesneeretoa Monaſtery of Minorite Friers, fo 
that I haue opportunity to make vie of an excellent libra. 
ry oftheirsſo often as I will. I frequent the company of 
the beſt {chollers,nor was I ever more deſirous to lexrne. 
Hereupon being given to vnderſtand by my brother 
Geerge, that your Lordſhip had ſome thoughts of be- 
ſtowinga living vpon me, which thing might interrupt 
the courſe of my ſtudies, I emboldened' my lelfe ( vpon 
the experience which I haue had of your Lordſhipsloue 
towards me): to vnlock the cloſet of my thoughts vato 
your goodnefſe freely : Humbly beſeeching that your 
Eordfhip will/be pleafed to permit me to live free from a 
Paſtorall charge, that Imay the more quietly apply ny, 
ftudies. And.foraſmuch as Ivnderſtand that your Lord 
Hip igſollicitous, how I ſhoyld be provided for, by G &s 
WED Oe ow es oud 
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ſhould call your Lord hip, (who are now well in yeares) 
out of this world, I beteech you that the tho1ght there« 
of may no more diſturbe you. For if I ſhall be brought 
low 11 mzanes, I dau>t not but in ſhort tim? to beable to 
ebtaine tome le ture either in this Vniverſity or elſe 
where, where Lthall not loſe my time, a courſe which is 
much more plcaſing vnto me, then if I ſhould take vpon 
me a Paſtorall charge. .I beſeech Chriſt preferae your 
Lordſhip... From Lovaine the . 22. of November, 1554- 
Thus farre Mr. G:{pim: Letter. 
Now tell me, what one of all thoſe gaping rookes of our 
time hath indeayoured with more art to acquire the 1 
this man to decline a {pirituall living ? At his firſt com- 
ming over into the parts beyond the Seas, he reſided for 
the molt part at Loweine, afterwards he went to Pars. 
Whiles he abode in Pars, Biſhop Torſtall was carefull 
that a certaine booke which himſelfe had written at thar 
tune concerning the truth of the body & blood of Chr! {t 
our Lord in the Euchariſt ſhou!d be publiſhed 1n print 
by the diligence of Mr. G/pin. Iam not 1g1orant that fome 
Papiits hauc obie&:d to Mr. G«per, that the fame worke 
was by hum corrupted cotrary to the mind of theAuthor. 
\nd even in.mine hearing, when after theſe things I was 
aſcholler vndzr him at Houghton, Francis Wichuff- gave 
notice vato Mr. Gelpin what was mttered touching the 
corrupt edition : Whereupon he haying diſpcooved that 
ſuſpicion by many reaſons, atthe laſt prodiced the let- 
ters of Cuthbert Tonflall, wherein the Biſhop gauz him 
very great thankes, becauſe he had beene- both faithfull 
and diligent inthe edition of that worke. At Paris Mr. 
Gulpin re{id2d in the houſe of YVaſcoſanus, and. converied 
with learaed-m2n. And whiles he asked the opinions of 
learned m21co:1ceroing theſe things which hadtroavled 
his minde, forthe mo{t pare thzy anſwered him inthar 
manner, no: as if thzy regarded the pacification-of cox- 
{cience, waich hz aim:4 atoa2ly,. bat the eftabliſhn?at 
oth: tralitions of ths Charch. Attha: time was Neale 
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-at Paris alſo, with whom Mr. Gelþi» dealt ſomewhat 


— Ps ,..- no 


freely, that both of them together might toyne in pur« 
ſnit ot the truch, They had by chance ſome diſcourſe tou 
ching the adoration of Images ; Mr. Grpm was much 
trouvied hearing the Papiits condemne Idolatry in their 
diicourics.and yet pernutring to the people every where 
the adoration of Images. He demaunded with what com- 
fort of conſcience any man could bow himſelfe before an 


Image : and is nor this (faith he) the idolatry forbidden 


11 the ſecond commaudement ? This did Mr. Gp de- 
mand of him the racher, becauſe he obſerved the-mana 
litt:e coo much add1-ted to the Popiſh opinions. Neale 
antiwered with that viuall diſtin tionof an Idol and an I- 
mage. That the Images of the Saints were not Idols, and 
fo. conſequently that the worſhipping of their Images 
was no idolatry. Mr. G«pin replyed, there is-no mention 
ot an Idol in the ſecond commandement, bur there is-a 
prohibition'of bowing before a 'graven Image, or the 
likencfle of any thing that 1s 1n heayen aboue, or in the 
earth beneath, or in the waters vnder the earch ; where- 
ſoever they are, weare forbidden to fail downe before 
the likenefleof them. And whar (faith he) maketh an I- 
dol. The workeman frameth the l{imiiitade of ſome man, 
the grayen Image is nozan Idol, but ado1ation maketh it 


. an Idol. Therefore the Apoſtle faith, that an Idol is no- 


thing, becauſe there is but one- God. In the opinion of 
the perſon adoring it ſeemeth to be ſomething, but that 
whichthe fancy-ot the party adoring apprehendeth is in- 
dcednothing in- the world : therefore Idolatry 1s when 
the worſhip due to- God onely is beſtowed ypon the 


creature. But whoſoever ia prayer bowerh downe him- 


lelfe before any creature whatſoever giveth vnto the 
crea-ure the worſhip due to God alone. The comman- 


dement of God forbiddeth vs to make vnto our ſelues a- 


ny graven Image, or the likeneſſe of any creature. But 
they make it vnto themſelues who make it for a religi- 


ous vie, Wearealfo forbidden to bow doyne-our ſelues 


before 
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before any ſuch creature; for thoſe who doe fo, doe 
ſerueand w orthip the-lame creature. . And in this p:ace 
that diſtin tion of Lairia, and Doxtra is frivolous, which 
are words of the {ame ſignification, foraſmuch as rhat di- 
ſtinRion is takenaway by the expreſs words of the com- 
mandement; Tho: ſha/t not bow dywn vnto them. So that bo- 
wing downe.ynto them is forbidden, notwithſtanding 
we ice it pratifedevery where. To this Neale anſwc- 
reth, that the ordinances of the Church are not to be altc- 
red without mature deliberation, Gelpr# replyeth that it 
is not in ourpower to alter the ordinances of the Church. 
Bur ſeeing I cannat alter things already determined in 
the Church , it remaineth that. I eſpecially indeavour: 
to charge my ſelfe, and to draw neere to the ſincere wor- | 
ſhip of God,ashis grace ſhall inable me. . 

Mr.G:lpm did often profeſſe that when he lived amongſt 
the Papiſts, he had obſerved many things which had c- 
ſtranged his heart from that religion. He vnderſtood 
that a mans chicfcſt. comfort conſiſted in the Article of iu-. - 
Rtification, which Article he ſaw ſo obſcured in Popery 
that true conſolation was vtterly excluded. . Therefore he 
did with all diligence enquire into the Scriptures and 
writings of the. Fathers. Returning into Eng/and in the 
dayes of Queene Mary he beheld to his great griefe the 
Church oppreſſed with blood and fire : and being placed 
by Biſhop Touſtal in the Refory of Eſingden, he began 
tO preach the word of GoJ, and ſharply. to taxe ſome v1i- 
ces which then raig1ed in the Church. He propounded 
the dodrine of falyation plainly and ſoundly, which thing, 
procured him mauy. back friends, eſpecially among the . 
Clergy whoſe faults he had touched to the quick. There 
was at that.time among the Clergy of the Biſhoprick of 
Durham one Tonftall Parſon of a Church in. that.Dio- 
ceſle. This manwas very hot againkt Gilpin,8 accuſed him 
often tothe Biſhop asan heretick , and one that deſerved 
to be burnt as other hereticks were. But theBiſhop could 
not indure to ſhed blood, andtherefore dealt mildly wh : 
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- him,and preſerved him from the proieQs of his enemies. 
I haue heard Authowy Carleton relate, (and he atthat time 
lived in the Biſhops houſe) that the Biſhops Chaplains 
at acertaine time had ſome diſcourſe with Gv/pm about 
Luther : and that one of them had asked him what hee 
thought of Lather and his writings. Gilpin confeſſed that 
had not read the writings of Luther, Iproponnded ynto 
my ſelfe, ({aid he) this courſe; firſt of all to ſearch the 
Scriptures diligently, and to be acquainted with the ex- 
poſitions of the Fathers ypon them. As for the writings 
_ of the Neoterickes, I haue onely looked yponthem : how- 
beit I refuſe them not when and where they agree with 
the Auncients.- One of them commended Mr. Gulpins re- 
ſolution, and faid, it would be well with the Church, if 
. all men would duely reſpe& the writings of the Fathers: 
for then the vpſtart opinions of late writers would not 
fo muchdiſturbe the Church, ſuch asare of theſe of Ly- 
ther, But Gilpin anſwered, 1f Neorerrckes and late writers 
produce the opinions of the auncient Fathers, the novel- 
ty of the men 1s not to be diſdained, bur the antiquity of 
the dodrine isto be reverenced. 
They hereupon ſubrilly draw on Galpi® into a diſputa- 
tion concerning the Sacrament of the Altar; propounding 
therein two queſtions, the one concerning the Reall pre- 
ſence, the other concerning Tranſubſtantiation: Touching 
the Reall preſence Gilpin confeſſed that he had no very 
ftrong Argument wherewith in his indgement he might 
oppole the Reall preſence : For Iſuppole, (faith he) that 
therein lieth hid a great myſtery, ſuch a one as1s aboue 
my capacity, rather to be adored then: diſputed vpon. 
They asked then whar he thought of Tranſubſtantiation? 
He anſwered that there was no neceſſity why we ſhould 
belecue thoſe things which haue no ſolid foundation in 
the word of God.. Doe you not then belecue, (faid they 
asthe Church belecues? ' Gi/pin replyeth that the Churct 
bad not alwayes held that as-an Article of faith: I am 
(faith he) of the Catholick faith, and the Catholick faith 
= ne io opt ers changeth 
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changeth not. Butinthis pointI ſee alterations , ſuch 
as the Catholicke faith is not capable of. They deman- 
ded what alterations in faith he had obſerved touching 
the Sacrament of the Altar. Hereplyeth : Idoe not finde 
that inthe Church in former ages , there was any thing 
ſpoken, or writen about Tranſubſtantiation. Peter Luns- 
bard was either the firſt, orat leaſt .one of the firſt that 
.brought in the alteration of the auncient faith. And 
what doe you your ſelues thinke ? Is the bread in Tran- 
ſubſtantiation converted into the fleſh.and blood of 
Chriſt ? They anfwer , that they belecue ſo abſolutely. 
Bur, faith Gipin, Ferter Lumbard who was the firſt man 
that madean alteration of the faith of our forefathers in 
this point, himſelfedid not belecue as you doe. For 
in his fourth booke the eleventh diſtintion, F. thus 
he hath.it.: there-isno Tranſabſtantiation but of bread 
into fleſh, and wine into blood. And-if that be true, 
then doubtleſle it followes conſequently., that in the 
Tranſubſtantiationofthe bread there:is no blood. And 
now ( faith he.) how will you reconcile thele thinges ? 
They ſtood ata ſtand, as hauinginothing to anſwer, be- | 
cauſe the words of Lymbard plainely .deny that in the 
'Tranſubſtantiated bread can beany blood, or inthe wine 
His fleſh. W-hom when Gilpin had obſerued to ſtagger 
in this point y take notice now ( faith he ) of the imnuw- 
tabillity-of the Catholicke faith: we ſee the alteration 
-of Tranſubſtantiation. For when Lumbard had broached 
this doctrine, that there was a kinde of - change, he 
would have it non otherwiſe vnderſtood thenthus:thar 
the bread onelyſhould be changed. into fleſh ,. and the 
wineonely into blood, © 
 Nordid men atthat time dreame of any other con- 
erſton in the Sacrament of the Altar, vntill the fiction 
of concomitancy was broached by Thomas A winas. He 
wasa" man that vierſtood ell the difficulty of this 
Polit, and therefgte hewmiderpry Phot. with Concomie 
_ $569; that forſooth by GO oncomitancy there is 
PERS both 
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both fleſh and-blood yn the Tranſubſtantiated-bread, 
But theſe are, the inventions of later men,. whereas the 
Citholicke relligion abhorreth invented. aiterations in 
matters of faith. . While they were houlding. this difpu- 
tation without ſpeakeing aloud, becauſe they were cloſe 
at the Biſhops backe, who at that time fate before the 
fire, for it-was in the winter ſeaſon :.the Biſhop leaned 
his chaire ſomewhat backwards, and harkened what 
they ſaid, And;when.they had done ſpeaking, the Bi- 
ſhop turning to his Chaplaiaes, vſeth theſe words. Fa. 
thers ſole, les bim. along , for be hath more learning. then 
ou all, | [ons 
Whileſtheliuved at Eſingden,, he preached the word. 
of God conitantly to the people. Now fo it was that.the. 
Archdeaconry of Durbam was annexed. tothe retory of | 
Eſſingdon. Thereypon Mr. . Gitpen for a time ſupplyed 
both'places. And when by chance. he-had notice that 
the Biſhop was ſo carctuſl of him, that.he had a purpoſe 
to encreale his maintenance, he made. anfwer thar he 
was provided for ſmficiently aadeven ſomewhat more 
then ſuHicient already ; and deſired the Biſkop that he 
might haue his good leaue to reſigne either the Reftory 
or the Archdeacons place : for ( faith he ) the one of 
them will be ſaricient, me. thinkes both. together are 
to heauic a burthen for me. Hereat-ihe Biſhop ſeemed. 
to be mooued with him, and (aid : hanenot Itonld thee 
before hand; that thou wilt die a begger 2. 1 found. theny- 
both combined; -and combined I will leaue them. . 

Not long after he beſtowed..vpon Mr... Gilpin the 
ReQory of /70:gbton being avery args Pariſh contayning 
14: Villages with very large poſſeſſions, Mr.. 64{p6v be-. 
ing ſetled at Howghron perſevered molt conſtantly 1n the 
dutics of the Miniſtry, and:repaired the decayed houſes. 
His Parfonage houſe ſeemed like a Biſhops-Pallace ; nor 
thall a man'ightly finde one Biſhops boulc among} ma- 
ny worthy'to be.compared jathis: houſe of his if he 
confider ievariay of natidin; $  and.nxatneſle of. the 
ſeiione. Was 
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Whiles Mr. Gupinfliued at Hengbtow he was touched 
with a care not-of that pariſh onely but of many more: 
for he ſaweand was: much greiued toice many congre- 
gations through the diſtaſt of impropriation, as they call 
it, tobe even diſperſed and deltitute of Paſtors. For 
the parſonages being inthe poſleſſion'of Laymen, there 


.xemained not.maintenance for.a Miniſter, for the-Iay- 


men ſought out for poore baſe preiſtes, who were one- 
ly able to read prayers to the people morning and. eve- 
ning: nordid the one vie to require, or they.rake- care 
to performe any.more. Thisdelolation of: the: Church, 
and ignorance of the common ſort much troubled the 
holy heart of Mr. Gi/piv. He therefore. purpoſed with 
himſelfe, with aſmuch care and vigilancy as he could, 


notto make vpthe breach wholy ( tor that was athing 


impoſſible for htm to doe.) butto doe this- owne duty 
tothe belt of his indeauours, that the truth may be pro- 


- pagated, and God glorified. This defolation - of the 


congregations appeared moſt of all .in Nerthumberland 


andthe ports adioyning which are called R:ddeſdale and 


Tindale, For intheſe quarters, eſpecially, in that.time, 
the-word of God was neuer heard of to be preached a- 
mongR them but by Mr. Gu/pins. Miniſtry. Sothat once 


ayeareit was his cuſtome to make a-10urney amongſt 


them. For which purpoſe he would viually take the 


. oppartmicy.of Chriſtmas Holidayes, when-in reſpe& 
O 


froſt and ſnowe other men were loth'to trayall. Thar 
time he liked beſt, becauſe then there came many Holy- 


. dayestagether,& the people would more viually-aſſem- 


ble vpon the Holy-dayes, whereasat other times they 


- neither would come together ſocafily, nor{o often. _. 


Hegot himſelfea great,dedle ofeſtimationand reſpeR 


amongſtthis people both by preaching anll by.diftriba- 


tion of monies to the pooreinhis Tourney, being ſome- 
times benighted before he was well aware, :and forced 
fo lodge inthe ſnowe all night, In which-oxtremity, he 


2 tended 


—— 
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tended ypon him to trott the horſes yp and downe and 

neither to permit them nor himtelfe to ſtand (till, whiles. 
he himſelfe in che meane while. did beſtirre. himſelfe 

lometiines running, ſometimes walking, .as not ableto 

ſtand ſtill for couid. At home his daily care was for the 

diſcharge of his Miniſtry and proviſion for the. poore. 

Now there was in this towne of Howghten a: ſtrcete of 
poore people :: for their releife he tooke order that eve- 

ry Thuriday through the yearea very great pot ſhould 

be provided full oft boyled meat purpoſely for the poore. 

And notat Honghton alone, but even wherefoeyer op=- 

portunity preſented it ſelfe, he was carefull for the poore, 


- inſomuch that by the common conſent of the Country 


people he was ſtiled a father of the poore. . 

Vpon atime as he was returning home vpon a-iour- 
ney Hire was a certaine husbandman at plow, 1n whoſe 
teame of horſe.one ypon a ſodaine fell downe, whether 
with being overwrought or vpon ſome difeaſc it is vn- 
certaine.. The husbandman and thoſe who were with 
him did their beſt to raiſe the horſe againe with all the 
ſtrength they had :- but it was in vatine, for the horſe 


 wasdead: Mr. Gilpin paſſing by accidentally ſtayed to 


obſerne the iflue of the matter : . And perceiving that the 
horſe could not be raiſed againe, . and that the bo 
man was exceedingly grieved forthe death of his beaſt, . 
and that he cryed outhe was even vndone by that milſe- 
rable accident, he commanded his man' to alight from - 
the horſe he had 'vnder him, and patiently to carry the . 
ſaddle and bridle tothe next towne, and to giue tothe 


. poore man the horſe- whereon he .rode. The husband-. 


man thereupon cryediont, Alas Sir, Iam-notable to pay 
youthe price offo good an horſe...Be of good cheare 


_ (faith Mr. Gu/pwe)'thoir ſhalt never pay me for him till T. 


demand it, inthe meane while goe on with thy worke. 
Yea, and many atime as hetravailed was heaccuſtomed 
thusto help poore met: . When at any time he chanced . 
22mcerr any naked peore, he yyould put, off part of his | 

T's 2-5, M8 appatres. 
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apparrell to cover theirnakedneſſe.: and at his table he 
viually fed.'many poore pertons. When that bleſſed. 
Queene Eliz,«beth of never dying memory after the dire- 
full rimes of her ſiſters Raigae came to the Crowne, the 
{carlity of learned men who were able to preach the 
word of God, . mooved not onely many religious per- 
{ons, butevyen the very Counfell of the Queene to feeke 
a alue for this ſore by all the meanes they could. Mr. 
Gitpm obſerving the laudable endeavours of many inre- 
Leving the. Churches want in this inde, himfelfe alſo 
was exceeding ſtudious to dove what- good: he. could - 
pollibly in hisowne charge.  Whereupon he began to. 
conceiue thoughts of a mo_y ofgood literature, or a 
Grammer-{choole; and builded a {choole allowing main-- 
tenance for a Maſter and. Vſher. Himfelfe alto made 
choice out of the ſame {choole of fuch' as helik. ed beſt to - 
be privately. inſtructed by himſelfe.” Which refolutton 
of his much benefited Mr. Gi{pin himfelfe,and the whole 
Church of Godall Exg/e»d over. For in that ſchoole of 
his were bred -very many learned men, who very: much 
graced the Church by their ind2avours and vprightnefſe 
of life. .. There was great reſort of ichojlers to that 
ſchoole of his, many of whom were -boorded in the 
towne, and many at Mr. Gilpms houſe. - He boorded the 
{onnes of Knights and Eſquires at a-{mall rate ; thoſe 
who were of his kindred were free : yea and he had ma-- 
ay poore mens-fonnes vpon whom he: beſtowed both 
eneate, and drinke, and cloth, and educarion. .Whereby 
Mr. G«lpins {choole.was every where ſpoken of to his 
credit, but himſelfe much more. Our of this ſchoole of 
his he ſentdaily yery many to both Vniverſities, ynto di- 
vers whereof he alſo allowed inaintenance in the Vni- 
verſity at his owne .colt and charges... And now while 
he was wholly taken vp with theſe imployments, glory 
and reputation which followeth him that flyeth from ir, - 
and flyethfromhim that tiad purſued it; had made the 
Ramecof Mi. -Gipin wioſt renowned, 'infomuch that he 
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vvas not onely honoured among the- Fathers of the 
: Clergy, but amongſt all the Nobility of the. Kingdome;, 
Amongſt the Nobles at Court the Earle of Brdforayvas 
one that marveloufly reſpeted Mr. Gilpm, This-Earle 
earneftly deſired of the Queene that the Biſhoprick of 
Carlie,at that time vacant ypon the death of Owen Ople= 
thorpe, ſhould be beſtoyyed ypon Mr. Gilpm, and obtaj- 
ned it. And thereupon the Earle difpatcheth his letters 
to Mr. Gtpin to gather that povver of eletionyyhich 
15 termed Congedeflier, Mr. Gu{pin receiving the letters 
together vvith the Congedeſlier,, ſent back a meſſenger 
out of hand-yvith letters to the Earle, vvheranthaving 
returned all hearty thaukes to the Queene, and to the 
Earle, he humbly beſcecheth the Earle to be mediatour 
. to the Queene for him, and to get-him excuſedas concer- 
ning the Biſhoprick, alledging that he was beſt acquain= 
ted with his.owne ſtrength, and conſctous-to himſelfe of 
his.owne inlufjiciency tor the diſcharge of ſo great a 
place : ifin. the meane-while he could beany other way 
1erviceable to the Church, he would be diligent and care- 
full in ſome meaner imployment. At that time was Ed- 
Win Sandes Biſhop of Worceſter, a man venerable for his 
approved wiſdome, learning, and holineſle of life, who 
vvas aftervvards tranſlated to Lenaen,. and thence to 
Yorke, This Biſhop hapned to be in -Loxaon at the ſame 
time when the Earle of Bedford,was buſy about the pre- 
ferring of Mr. Gilpin,to a Biſhoprick: and he,. either by 
the perſuaſion of the Earle ,:-or out of the intire-loue 
which he bore to Mr. Gi/pex; (tor he was necre a kin-vn- 
to him) diſpatched letters to Mr. Gipin, whereby: he 
 perſuadeth him to accept of, and to keep the Biſhoprick 
thus. offered. The Letter was found amongſt Mr.. Grlpine 
papers in theſe words. | | 


Vt regard vnto the good. oftha Elnirchof Chriſt; ma 
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could beene careful to-haue this charge impoſed wpon 
your, Which may be bothan-hoaoar to'your ſelfe, and/a 
benefit to the Church of Chriſt--My trae report concer- 
ning you hath'ſo prevailed with the Queenes Maicſty, 
that the hath nominated you Biſhop of C.r/dle. Tamnot 
Ignorant that your inc'1natton rather delighteth in the 
peaceable tranquility of-a-private life; Bur if you-looke 
vpoa the eſtate of the Chureh of Englund with a-refpe- 
Qine eye, you cannot with a good conſcience refute this 
charge impoſed vpon you: -{o mach che leiſe, becauſe te 
is in ſucha place,;as wherein no ma 1is found-fitter then 
your ſelfe to:deſerue well 6$ the.Chirrcl1,- In7-which re- 
ſpe& I charge you before God, and as'you ſhall anſwer 
to God herein;that ſetting all excuſes a3d2,you refiſe not 
toailiſk your Country, and to doe ſervice to rhe Church 
ofGodto the vttermoſt of your-power. .In the meane 
while I gitre yowtovnderſtind thac the fab Bilhoprick 
Isto beleftynto you vntouched,*-neither (hall any thin 
otit bediminiſhed( as in-ſome others it is a caſtome? 
but bou ſhall recetue the Biſhopricke entire as Nofor 
Qytetborp ath/keft it. . Wherefore 'exhorting/and charg- 
ing'youto be obedient to 'Godscill: herein', and nor to 
negle the duty of your owe calling,” I commend both- 
yorrſelfe and the whole bufineſle of the divine provi- 
dence. In haſt.. At ZLondox, the fourth day of Aprill, 
2560. . ww Too; 4 O04 . 
Towr kinſman and Brother, 
EDVVIN-WORCESTERs 


© ft. Gilpin returneth thankes to thereverend Biſhop 
Y'Lhis kinfema4.- But as touchiug the Biſhoprick , he 
defireth to be excuſed}, and-imthar reſolution-hebecame- 
ynmooueable.' Ahd many there- were whothought him- 
blameworthy becaule he had fo ſtiffaly reieRted a Biſho- 
prick. Butamongſt ſome Mr, Grlpsvs reputation ſeemed: 
to grow greater by this refu/all ; then if he' had accep- - 
td the offer; I'remember that L my ſelfe haue heard-him- 
So diſcowling 
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diſcourling amongſt his freinds touching this occafion; 
, When one of them asked hin vpon what grounds he-had 
o ſtifftely refuſed a Biſhoprick.: to whom he made. ans 
{wer , that he refuſed not ſo much the Biſhopricke, as 
the inconvenience of the place. For ( faith he ) if Thad 
beenechoſenin this kinde to any Biſhopricke elſewhere 
I wouldnot hane refuſed 'it,;. but in that placeI haue 
_beene willing to' avoide the xrouble of it, teeing I had 
there many of my freinds and kindred, at whom Imuſt 
;conniue in many thinges,, not -without hurt to my ſelfe, 
orelfe deny them many thinges not without offence tg 
them: which diificulties. Lhaue calily- avoided by refs 
fall 'ofthacBiſhopricke. i. 2 hi 
Vpon this refuſall of Mr. Gilpzzy, Doftor Jobn Beff a 
learnedand relligious man was made choice of for the 
place: but whether he had it-conferred ypotyhim vpon 
the ſame.-termesatit was proffered to Mr. Gilpin, thar 
no dimintfrion ſhould be made of any part thereof that 
I know not. . :Not long after this his retafall ofthat Bie, 
ſhoprick, he was ſctvpon by another requeſt, to witt, 
that he would take ypon him. to beProveliof Queenes 
Colledge, in Owford,i' whereynto he was choſen,, or at 
leaſt he would be pleaſed to nominate ſom other for that 
place who might bea good and fitting man for the ſame, 
There was aletter written vnto him by Thema Francis 
to this purpoſe. FL 


( Ommendations premiſed &c.Secing Thauea reſolu- 
ed tion to relinquiſh this place which I now hould in 
Queens Colledge in Oxford, being heartily deſirous thax 
ſome yertuous, godly, aud learned man, and {ach .a;one 
asby.the ſatures of the.Colledge ſhall be fir, may bes 
cholento the pnce, I hane thought. good once more te 
to make a tender of the fame vnto you: which if it ſhall 
pleaſe you togccept I ſhall be;ready vpon. the receit .of 
yourletreys to-:that purpoſe. to advertiſe the Fellowes 
Qcreof,, whomLkiow to - bs marvallouſly well indy 


T he life of Bernard Gilpin. 276 
-ned towards you. Bur if ſo great a trouble with fo 
ſmall a maintenance (torſo I'may truely terme this bur- 
then )doe not giue you content ,- I intreat. your aduice 
and direction as. a friend to nominate.me a man vnto 
whom I may reſigne the place; ſuch an one as your ſelfe 
ſhall know to be a man fitting ; and one who may and 
ought to be choſen. Iſhall gladly be direRed by you 1o 
{cone as I ſhall vnderſtand your. mind-by your letters , 
which 1 pray you be carefull toſend me with all conve- 
nient ſpeed, 1n haſt from Oxford the 17 of December. 
I561. | 

'What anſwer'Mr. Gpin. returned to this meſlage, 
Idoe not finde, but it is manifeſt that he refuſed the off- 
er of that preferment. 'For againſt all the intreaties of 
friends in theſe kindes, he remained conſtant and vt- 
monable,.asthe.Poet ſpoke of King Latinw. 

He welut pelags rupes emmota rejrftlite 
Mooved no' more 
Then Rogke on ſhore. 


A all this while Mr. Gi/pin ſeemEdevento ſupply 
£ the place of a Biſhop by preaching, by taking care 
of the poore , and by .making provifion-for the neceffity 
ofother Churches , by erecting of {chooles, and by ac- 
comincdating men learned and fitting for the'holy fun- 
ion of the Miniſtry. As for Mr. G:{pins houſe it was 
like vnto a very Monaſtery , if amanconfider-a Mona- 
ſtery ſuch as were thoſe inthe times or "Saint A#grſiine, 
but notſuchas theſe latter ages haue brought forth. 
 ©Wlism Lord ecill Paron of Burghley principall Se- 
cretary to the Queene being ſent into Senr/and about aft 
aires of State , in his returne homewards being drawne 
with the fame of Mr. Gilpin, came to Houghton, and 
viſited him. Mr. Gi/pin entertayneth him with all re- 
{pe&sand due rites of hoſpitallity. When the Lord {e- 
cill had well obſerved Mr. Gepm., and had approoved 
the extraordinary curtefic ofthe man, and had rooke no- 
wh D tice 
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rice offuch dilligence, and abundance fall things with 
ſo compleart ſervice in the entertainment of fo great a 
ſtranger, and ſo vnlooked for a gueſt, being now ready 
to depart thence, he ſpoke on this.-wiſe: rhat he had 
heard much bethe report of others touching Mr. G-/pm, 
but what he now had ſcene and tried 'was much more 
then that which he had formerly heard. Therefore 
ſpeaking in very friendly manner to Mr. G#/pin, he faid : 
Sir, if you haue any occaſion or ſuite at Court or before 
the Counſell, Iptay you to make yſe of meas a mediator 

for you. | | 
The honourable Baron being returned towards Dar» 
hem, whenhe came to the hill called Raiwton hill , re- 
fleting his eye vpon the whole champion Country 
which he had now paſſed, _he-looked backe. very ear- 
neſtly both ypon Mr. G«pizs houſe and the ſcituation 
thercof'; and vſeththeſe words, I doe not. blame this 
man ( faith he ) for refuſing a Biſhopricke : -for what 
doth he want tl a Biſhopricke could more enrich him : 
withall ? Beſid@har he is free from the greater waight 
of cares.. Mr. Gilpin did not omit to vilite the. people 
of Ridjdale and Tindale once eyery yeare. Amonglt 
whom he was eſteemed very Prophet, and little leſſe 
then adored by that halfe barbarous & ruſtick people.It 
happened by chance that whiles Mr. G-/pim preacht a- - 
mongſt them , a certaine good-fellow had ſtolne away 
Mr. G#/pins Horſes : vpon the miſſing whereof , there 
is Hue and Cry raiſed through the Country, . that Mr. 
Gilpin: horſes were ſtolne, and muſt be ſearched for with 
all poſſible diligence. The fellow who had ſtolne them 
ſo loone as he heare that they were Mr. G#/pens horſes 
( for he knew not whoſe they were when he took them 
away ) was in great feare and trembling. The theft did 
not mich trouble his conſcience, but when he heard 
thename of Mr. Gilpin, it caſt hin into trouble and 
diſtraction of heart.” Therefore in much trembling, and . 
withall the ſpcede he could he brought backe Mr. 6 
: "= io. 
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2:47 horſes , and humly craved the. pardon and benedic- 
tion of Father G«pix : and proteſted that after it came 
to his knowledge that they were Mr. Gi/pzzs horles he 
was afraid to be thruſt downe quicke into Hell, if hee 
ſhould doe im any wrong. ET ag 
Vppon a time when Mr. Gilpin wasin thele parts 
at a towne called Korbbary , there was a peitilent tacti- 
on amongſt ſome of them who were wont to reſort to 
that Church. The men being bloodily minded practi- 
ſed a bloody manner of 1evenge, termed by them Dead- 
ly-feod. It the fation onthe one fide did perhaps come 
tothe Church, the other fide kept away becauſe they 
yvere not a:cuſtomed.to meet together without blood. 
ſhed. Now ſo it was that when Mr. Gupez was in the 
pulpit in that Church, both parties came to Church in 
the preſence of Mr. 5«/pin;and both of them ſtood, the 
one of them inthe ypper part of the Church,or Chan- 
cell, the other in the body thereof armed with ſwords 
and iavelins in their hands. Mr. Gilpin ſomewhat moved 
with this vnaccuſtomed ſpectacle goeth on neverthe- 
lefſe in his Sermon : and now a*ſecond time their weap- 
ons make aclaſhing ſound, and the one ſide drew neerer 
to the other,ſo that they were in danger to fall to blowes 
in the middeſt of the Church. Herevpon Mr. G#lpin com- 
meth downe from the pulpit, and ſtepping to the ring- 
leaders of either faction , firſt of all he appeaſed the tu- 
mult. Next , he labowreth to eſtabliſhe peace betwixt 
them, but he could not prevaile inthat.: onely they pro- 
miſed to keepe the peace vnbroken ſolong as Mr. G«piz 
ſhould remaine inthe Church. Mr. Glpis {ceing he could 
not vtterly extinguiſh the hatred which was now inve- 
terate-betwixt them”, deſired them that yet they would 
forbeare hoſtility ſo long as he ſhould remaine in thoſe 
-quarters : and this they conſented vnto. Mr. Gulpiz 
thereypon goeth vp into the pulpit againe ( forhe had 
not made an endot his Sermon) and ſpent the reſt of the 
Alotted time which remained inin dilgracing that bar- 
D.2 . barous 
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barous and bloody cuſtome of theirs, and (-if it were 
poſlible )in the ytter baniſhing of it tor ever. So often as 
[r.G«psn came into thoſe parts afterwardes, if any man 
amonglt them ſtood in feare of xdeadiy foe. he reſorted 
viually where Mr. Gilpin was, ſuppoling him{elfe more 
fafe in his company , then ifhe went with a guard.” 
'Vpon a certaine Lords-day Mr. Gilpin comming to a 
Church inthoſe parts before the people were aſſembled, 
and walking vp and down therein eſpicd a gloue hanged 
on highin the Church. . Wherevpon he demanded' of 
the Sexton , what ſhould be the meanning thereof , and 
wherefore it hanged in that place ? The Sexton maketh 
anſwer that it wasa gloue one of the Pariſh who had 
hanged.it vp there as a challenge to his enemy , ſignifi- 
ing thereby that he was ready to-entercombate with his 
enemy hand to hand ;.or with any one elſe who ſhould 
dare to take downe that challendge. Mr. G#lpin requeſts 
edthe Sexton by ſome meanes or other to take it down; 
Not ISir,( replied the Sexton ) I dare doe no ſuch thing. | 
But ( faid Mr. Gi/pir ,) if thou wilt buebring me-hither 
along ſtaffe, I will take it downe my {elfe : apd ſo when . 
a long ſtafe was brought, Mr. Gilpin tooke downe the 
gloue and pur it vp in his boſom. By and by came the 
Xcople to Church in abundance , and Mr. .Grpin when 
eſaw his time went vp tato the-palpit :-In his-Sermon 
he took. occaſion to reprooue theſe inhumane challenges, 
and rebuked them ſharpely for that cuſtome-which they 


| had of making; challenges by the hanging vp of a gloue, 


I heare faith he,thar-there is one amongſt you, who even 
in this ſacred place hath hanged-vp agloueto this pur- 
poſe ,, & threatneth to enter-into.combate with whoſoe- 
ver ſhall take.it downe. . Behold;, I haue taken it downe 
my ſelfe,and atthatword plucking out the-gloue ſhewed 
it openly , and then inſtraked them how vnbeſecming 
thoſe barbarous conditions were for .any man that-pro- 
fefſed himſelfe a Chriſtian , and ſo laboured to perſwade 
themto areconciliation, andto the praftile of _— 

bc. 
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foue and charity amongſt themſelues. After his Sermon 
it was oo cuſtome to diſtribute money amongſt - the 
poorer forte, and many times to viſit them who were 1m 
priſoned , andafter he had preached 'vnto:them - inpri- 
ſon to beſtow money. largely amonglt © the. priſoners: 
many of whom-hee brought home to repentance for 
their former paſſed life, and to honeſt converſation : and 
for;many who were condemned to dic he procured par- 
don, and ſaued their liues. 

W hen we were children a rebellion was-raiſed in the 
North by the Earles of Northnmberland and Cumberland. 
Which Mr, G«pmm 'perceiued before hand by certaine 
evident ſignes. And becauſe he vnderſtood that in ſo 
trouble-ſome a time he ſhould want- power to defend 
himſelfe and his owne, he conceivedthoughts of-going 
aſide for a while. Therefore after aſpeech made-to the 
Maiſters and Schollers that they ſhould demeane them< 
ſelues carefully and peaccably yntill his returne, himſelfe 
went to Oxford : reliding there vntill the Queens Army 
ynder the command of the Earle of Suſſex ſhould -make _ 
ſpeed to Darham for difcomfiture of the-rebels.. The 
rebels were now within D -rhams, but- at the report of 
the Queens Army they difperſed themſclues and fled. 
After they were pur to flight, there was ſharpe and cru- 
ell proceedings againſt the ſimpler ſort, whom the re- 
bels had drawne to their fation ynder pretence of ſerus 
Ing the Queene : for the ſilly people were fſollicited as 
for the Queenes ſervice , the rebels in all places giuing 
irout that they ſtood for the Queene. During the tume 
that the rebels had pofſeTion of D«rbam with their Ar- 
my , Maſſe was ſung in-the Cathedtalt Church day by 
day ; ſome of them flew out as farre as'H-#ghton. There 
they found Mr. Gilpins barnes full of corne, young cat- 
tell ready fatted , and many things provided tor hoſpita- 
litie : but they make walt of all, {ſelling the corne, con- 
ſuming the fatted ware, and baſely making havocke of 
all thoſe things which Mr, Gilp#» had provided for pi» 
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ous and honeſt vies. There was among them: one fel. 
low whom Mr. G«pin had ſometimes ſaucd from the 
gallowes, and this knaue was the wickedeſt of all the 
reſt in rioting away Mr. Gipins goods. Now after the re- 
'-bels were dilperſed,& procceding made againſt the ſim- 
- ple people ſomewhat more ſharply then was fitting, Sir 
George Bowes, who was conſtituted marſhall for that 
.purpoſle , Mr. Gi/pm who was now come home. againe 
begged the lines of many by his interceſſion : for hee 
knew well enough that many men were drawne as it 
were into the ſnare, not wiltully, but through ignorance, 
and through the fraudulent prattiſes of others. And nowy 
the whole trouble being over, Mr. Gi/pin returneth to 
his accuſtomed indeavours of ſtudies and charity. There 
was betwixt the moſt learned and reverend James Fil- 
kmgton then Biſhop of Durbam ,and Mr. G/pin more 
then ordinary friendſhip through their long acquaintanc 
and paritie of diſpoſitions. The Biſhop was wont of- 
tentimes to viſitt Mr. .Gilpins at his: houſe, and the Bi- 
ſhop alſo incited the rather by Mr. Gibimm example buil- 
ded a ſchoole at Lencafter , and brought the ſtatutes of 
the ſchoole to be over looked and examined by. Mr.Gl- 
pin, He vvas alſo familiarly acquainted vvith ,and mar- 
vayloufly reſpe&ted Thomas Levery agodly-.and learned 
1man maſter of Sherbory-hoſpital. There vvas at that time, 
 publiſheda booke of Thomas Cartwrights touching Ec- 
clefiaſticall diſcipline vvhich booke vvas exceedingly li- 
ked by many in thoſe. dayes. *Wiliam Bircha Canon of 
Darkam , a man learned,but too haſtily inclining to thac 
forme of diſcipline vvhich Cartwright had propoſed ſent 
one of theſe bookes to Mr. Gu/pm to-read over; re- 
queſting him to looke over the booke, and that he 
vvould be pleaſed to vvrit backe his opinion concerning 
theſame. Birchſeemed to be ſomevvyhat in haſt ypon 
the matter. : ' for very ſhortly after he vvrote againe to 
. Mr. Gipin, requeſting him to ſend over his book vyith 
:hiscenſureof it, before M. Go/pm had read 1tall om > 
I, 
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Mr. Gilpin did accordingly ſend backe the booke, and a 


letter to Mr. Birch, andas he had an excellent veine in 
verſifying, inthe end of hisletter he wrote certaine ver- 
ſes, which are theſe that follow, 


e Hula quidem legs , (ed plura legenaa veliqui, 
Pefthac quum dabitar copia, cunita legam: 

Optant ut careat maculis Eccleſia cunttgs, 
Preſens vita negat ; vita ſutura dabit, 


Which verſes of his I haue thus Engliſhed, 


Much haue | read,-but more remaines behind, 
Fle read the reſt when I can leaſure finde : 

Men wiſh our Church no blemith had art all, . 

It cannot be ſo heere, in heauen it ſhall. 


Here came vnto Mr. . Gilpin a certaine Cambridge © 
| © man, who ſeemeda very great Scholler ; and-hee 
dealt earneſtly with Mr. G#pm touching: the diſcipline 
and reformation of the Church. Mr. G:/in tould him. 
that he could not allowe that an human invention ſhould 
take place in the Church in ſtead of a_ divine inſtitution. 
And how ? Doe you thinke, faith the maa that this 
forme of diſcipline is an human inveation ? I am, faith - 
Mr. Gilpen, aitogether of thar mind.. And as many as 
dilligently turned over the writings of the auncient fa- 
thers will be of mine opinion. I ſuſpect that forme of 
diſcipline which appeareth not to haue beene received in 
any auncient Church. But yet, faith the man, latter men 
doe ſee many things which thoſe auncient fathers ſawe 
not : and the preſent Church ſeemerth better provided . 
of many ingenious and induſtrious men. .Mr. G:'pin ſee- 
med ſomewhat movedat that word, and replyed : I for 

my part do not hould the vertues of the latter men wor- 
thy to be compared to the infirmities of the fathers. 
The other man made anſwer that hee ſuppoſed Mr. 
Gilpin to be 1n anerrour in that point. But Mr. G/pin 
vicd theſe words purpoſely becauſe he perceived that 
thisfellow had a ſtrong conceit of I know not what rare 
vertues 
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vertues in himſelfe, .which opinion Mr. Gi/pis was de- 
firous to roote out of him. George Gilpin who had molt 
elegantly tranſlated -out oflow Dutch into Engliſh the 
booke of Phillip Marnixins Earle of Aldegana called the 
Beehine of the Romane Church came out of the low 
Countries vnto Bernard, This-man was brother to 
Berna: d'and Agent for the Queene with the. States of 
Holland , amongft whom he left behind him a famous 
. memory of himſclte for his ſingular wiſdome. And 
hauing lived for ſome ſpace moſt louingly with his bro- 
ther Sernard being about to returne from Zofand,he had 
_ adviſed with the Queene and Councell of the Kingdome 
. touching the affaires which he -had to treat vpon with 
. the States in the Queenes name. ' The Earles of Leice= 
fler and Bedford excecdingly favored the two brothers, 
George for his wiſdome in affaires of ſtate,. and Bernard 
for-his holineſſe of hte. Theſe requeſted George. to: per- 
ſwadehis brother Bernard to declare in wrighting the 
motines-and meanes of his conyerſion from the Romane 
luperſtition to the light of the Goſpell. To which re- 
queſt Mr. Gilpin anfwered that he would doit plainely 
and ſincerely without any diſſimulation. The copy of 


his letter to that purpole I found among his papers to be 
l1Ss. ; : 7 


The letter of Bernard Gilpin 'to bis 
brother George im the yeare af our 
Lord 1575. 


Y Ou doe requeſt ( brother. ),that I-ſhould relate vnto 
'4 you ſfomewhatat large the manner and meanes of 

my.conyerſion from ſuperſtition to thelight of the Gol- 
pell: athing, which Iſuppoſe, is not vnknowne vnto 

you to haue beene a worke of many :Yeares : neverthe- 
. lefle as time and health ſhall give leaue I will conceale 
Ya nothing 
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xothing from you herein, I will confeſſe mine owne 
ſhame tothe confuſion of the Divell; I will ſay with the 
Apoltle, 1 719.1.13. 1 wa received ito mercy, ſor ] ardit 
rerorantly, Inthe dayes of King Edward I was drawne 
to diſpute againſt certaine poſitions of Peter £Hartirs: 
howbeit-out of a naturall inclination I haue alwayes fo 
farre as I could avoided controyerfies and diſputations. 
And when I was but a young Divine, and had tound out 
by holding that diſputation that the fourdarion whereto 
I truſted was not to ſolid as 1 formerly ſuppoſed it, I 
thereupon began fomey hat ſeriouſly to read over the 
Scriptures and writings of the Fathers,that I might con- 
firme my ſelfe in my received opinions. But God freed 
my minde from that preiudicate conceit by little and lite 
tle, and the zeale which I had tor the Popiſh religion be- 
gantocoole in. me every day more and more. But on 
the other ſide 1 felt cenaine ſparklirg defires which vr- 
ged me to {carch out the truth. In the meane while I 
repaired to the Biſhop of D«rbexr, that I might be fur- 
ther inſtruted ; who tolde me, that in the matter of 
Tranſubſtantiation, [=nocent:ws the Pope the third of that 
name had done ynadviſedly, ſceing he had made it an 
Article of faith. And he did further confecfle that the 
Pope had ccmmitted a grear fault in that touching Indul- 
gences and other things he had takenno better order for 
the quiet of the Church. Afterwards I conferred with 
Poor Redman, in whom I repoled much hope in re- 
gardof his eminent vertucs, and great ichollerſhip. He 
athrmed vnto me that the booke of Common Prayer, 
wasan holy booke, and agreeable to the Goſpell. Theſe 
things caft ae into many diſtratiue thoughts. After this 
one of the fellowes of Queenes Colledge in Oxford told 
me that he heard Doctour Chedfey taying among his 
friends, that it muſt come tothis point, that the Prote- 
ſtants muſt grant vs arcallpreſence of Chriſt in the Sa- 
crament, ard welikewile giue way vnto them inthe o- 
punton of TranſubRantiatzon, and fo we ſhall accord. 
E DoRtor 
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Do&er Weſton made a long Oration touching the Suppeh - 
of the Lord'to bee adminiſtred. vader both- kindes.. - 
Mr. Morgan tolde me that Doftor Ware a-man moſt fa: - 
mous for life and learning. had aHirmed vato him: that 
the principall facrificeof the Churchof God was the fa« 
crifice of thankſgiving.. This was his-an{wer when I 
had demandedof him what could be faid for the: ſacri- 
fice of the Maſſe. The moſt learned Biſhops in this King- 
domeat that time confuted the primacy of the Pope-both 
in words and writing. ud» 
Mr. Harding being newly returned home-out- of [t4-- 
ly, ina long and famous oration ſo. plainly ſer our and 
ainted to the life the Friers and vnlearned Biſhops, who 
Fad met at the Councell of 7rent in their greene gownes, 
that it abated in meand in very many others a great deale 
of that opinion and confidence which we had repoſed in 
Generall Conncels.. | | £ 
Theſe things and many others gane me occaſion dili- 
gently to ſearch the Scriptures and the writings of 'the 
Fathers: whence I had began to obſerue-very many and. 
very great abuſes, and ſomeenormities oftentumes vied, 
and as oft defended.in:Popery, and to iudge reformation 
neceflary onthe other part.' Whiles I went on-in this 
manner, I was: overruled by the perſuaſions of ſome 
friends. to accept of a Parfonage: ;  whereunto I was 
drawne againſt my will.If I offended Godin vndertakin 
the charge before I was a more ſuificient- ſcholler, Fa, 
better grounded in Religion, I aske God forgiueneſle. 
Nor doe I donbt but Thane obtained mercy in his ſight. 
Befote I was-entred.vpon. that Parfonage I preacht be- 
fore King Edibard at Greewwich a Sermon whichhad ap- 
probation of many good men. '' ' | fot GY 
The Lord- Treaſurer being at that time: Secretary ob- 
eained for me-fromthe King licence as a generall Prea- 
cher throughout the Kingdome ſolong as the King lived 
which time fell outto be not: much aboue the ſpace of 
half a.yeare after, In my:Sermons I handled thoſe points 
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wherein I was beſt grounded, and wherein I was vn- 
doubtedly reſolved ont .of the Scriptures. I examined 
the Maſſe; andthe abule ſo farre as I wasable to oblerue 
at that time conſiſted in the too much reverence, and 
groſſer worſhip of the people; becauſe I beleeved not 
Tranſabſtantiation. Nevertheleſſe at fome times I read 
Maſſe, but ſeldome and privately: Then was I forth- 
with ſent beyond the Seas that I might overſee the prin- 
ting of my Lord Biſhop Texftall his booke touching the 
Euchariſt, with two or three books more as you know, 


' at Antwerp: where I beheld for the ſpace of three yeares 


at Pars, Antwerp, and L«vaine,and in fome other places 
very grofſe Idolatty. This thing did more and more e- 
ſtrange me from the Popifh religion : moſt of all becauſe 
thelearneder Papiſts did in their diſputations in ſchooles 
deny the adoration of images, yet allowed the intolera- 
bleabule thereof in their Churches. And now whiles 
withall earneftnefſe I adviſed with the holy Scriptures, 
and writings of the Fathers, 1 obſerved many things 
alienated mine heart from the Popiſh Church. I obſer- 
ved inthat Church notable corruptions of the dotrine 


- of the Bible, many things in the Sacraments inftituted a- 


gainſt Scripture, ſome Sacraments lately added : In the 
Sacrament of the Supper the one halfe taken away : . the 
fiction of Tranſubſtantiation brought in : traditions of 
. the Church made <quall to the word of God, and to the 
holy' Scriptures,and tobe imbraced with the fame pious 
affe&tion  : *'the worſhip of Images brought into the 
Church : all things performed in the Church before the 
people inan vnknowne language : but abouecallthe reſt 
the queſtion concerning Antichriſt troubled me moſt, 
becairſe it ſeemed not to mea fafe thing to make a ſepe- 
ration from the Popiſh Church, except I were firſt fully | 
reſolyed that the "pe is Antichriſt : 'and in this point I 
cannotcaſily cxpreſle with how many ditficulties and 


_ diſtrations I was daily oppoſed. Afterwards I was ſent 


for home againe by the Biſhop,who conferred vpon me 
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the Refory of Eſingdon : where when I had indeayou- 
red to be conſtant in preaching,I obſerved that I had:vp- 
ena ſodaine procured to my felfe many and heavy enc- 
mics thereby : for I had preachedagainſtplurality of Be- 
nefices, and Not-reſidency.. Mine adverſaries cryed our 
that all ſuch as broached that doArine would. proouc he- 
reticks quickly. Others were much diſpleaſcd with me 
for that I had preached repentance & falvation by Chriſt, 
They laid to my charge that I did not make whole Scr- 
mons about Tranſubſtantiation, Purgatory, Holy water, 
the worſhipping of Images, the invocation of Saints, 
and the like ; which they could neyer heare come from 
me. And by how much the people. were more car- 
neſt to'reſort to-my Sermons, fo much the more ca«- 
gerly . they tooke offence at mee and hated. mee, A 
very ſmall matter brought me into danger.. An:honeft: 
Matcon, becaule in her pangs of childbirth ſhe had often 
called ypon God, was grievouſly checked by the other 
good women, becauſe ſhe had not called vpon the ble. 
{cd Virgin. To whom.ſhe made anſwer :. I hane heard: 
(faith ſhe) a certaine famous Preacher, one Gilpev, a man 
that came lately out of France, if he will adviſe me to.. 
call ypon the Saints, I will take his counſel] in that point.. 
I tolde them that I durſt not perſuade any one to inyo-- 
. cxce rhe Saints, burthat thoſe who call onely vpon God: 
for help in all their dangers, haue a commandement from: 
God {o to doe,and a firme promiſe for the infallible com-- 
fortiog-of their conſcience. This occaſion ſtirredme vp 
many foes.. In the meane while I often converſed wir 
learned men, my very wo friends and kindred: I dee. 
manded hor it came to paſle that there was no refor-- 
mation of ſomaay abuſes touching Images, Reliques,. 
Pilgrimages,, buying a2d ſelling of Maſles and Trentalls, 
with many other errours which in the time of King Ed» 
wer 4 the Papiſts had not onely confeſſed to be ſuperſtiti»- 
qus, bur had promiſed reformatioa of them, and profet; - 
{edrhat ir was mecte the. Church ſhould be purged of 

| gan. 
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chem : whichthingthey ſaid they would gladly doe, if 
everthe power came into their hands agaune. When I 
asked. of thens in which of theſe points reformation 
ſhould begin, inexpeRation of which thing. I returned 
from Pars the more willingly, anſwer was. made vnto 
me, that noway mult be given to the tgnorant mult1-- 
tude. IF (lay they) we once confeſle any errours at all, . 
they will ſtraighrway cry out that many other things 
alſo are worthy tobe reformed, beſides thoſe which we 
fhall yeeld vnto them, and:ſo-they will be (till growing | 
ypon vs, that we ſhall never hae done reforming. Theſe 
things wounded ine grievouſly, anddraue meto fceke 
out for peace of conſcience. After thele rhings, having , 
preached twoor three Sermonsat Neweaſtle, Ibeganto 
explaine my conſcience more at large, where there were 
gathered +twelue or thirteene Articles againſt me, and 
lent to-the Biſhop. And now: lad mine adverſaries of 
the Clergy whom-I had grievaully provoked,” obtained 
what they had long looked for. Nor wouldthey giue 0+ 
ver yntill the Biſhop had called me before their faces, ro 
examine me in the point of the Sacrament. The Biſhop- 
ſhewed.meas much favour, I ſuppoſe, as he durſt. In 
Tranfubſtantiation he wou!d-not tronvle me, onely he 
inquired conceeningthe real preſence, which I granted, 

id {o was freed out of that danger. And as touching the 
ny poutenos Loot my ſelfe Fully reſolved: I ſup-- 
poted that therein lay hida myſtery aboue my capacity. 
Nevertheleſe my conſcience did ſometimes chide m2, 
for that I had before them-yeelded inexprefſe words to 
a point which ſeemed vnto m2 doubtfall. But I hoped 
that God would pardon mine 1g10rance, aud in tins 
dring'me to agreater light of knowledge. 

The winter followtag Queene ry departed this 
life, andthen I had begun to explaine my minde more 
fally, For before that time ( for I maſt negdes confelle 
the truth) weakneſſt, ig19rance,and theterrours of mine 
adrcrlarics had ſomewhat og ng Me Avour Bar 
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I wasaccuſed to the Biſhop vpon many Articles, both 
out of the Diocefle of Torke, and of Darham, ail which 
things 'nevertheleſſe hart me no further then 4hus, that 
the Biſhop incited thereto by the complaints of mine 
adverſaries ſtruck my name out of his lait Will and -Te- 
ſtament, foraſmuch as the Plebeians-and ordinary fort of 

people 'were extremely offended. with me. Now: I in 
- that T loſt the Biſhops -Exequutorſhip found my ſelfe ca- 
{ed of agreat burthen, and was glad thereof.. But as for 

thefavour ofthe multitude, I hoped in time through rhe 
_ goodneſſe of God to-recoverit againe, that my preach- 
ing might profitthemoreto-editication, for otherwiſe 

I never defired the'loue of the vulgar. In harveſt 'came 
the viſitors, and Door Sandesſent for me to Anuklaxd, 

. andappointed me both time and place to preath againſt 
_ theprimacy of Darkam. But he. himſelfe preaching the 
day before; whites he ſeemed vtrerly to deny arcall pre- 
ſence, had ſo wonrided my tender conſcience,” that the 
night. following I could not ſleepat all ; and I was much 
troubled in my minde, whether I ſhould preach the next 
dayornot. At the laſt I went almoſt our of my bed into 
the-pulpit, where, Tknow not how it happened, whe- 
ther.it was through my difquier of conſcience, or want 

. of ſleep; or in that I had offended:God to goe vp againlt 
- my conſcience, but me thoughtI did never feele ſuch a 
want of ytterance, and yet 1n my judgement I had pro- 
vided matter enough, and waighty reaſons. The next day 
. all the Miniſters in the Dioceſſe were met to ſublcribe. 

Now ſo it was that in a point or two of the Articles my 

conſciencedid not appeare to me ſo well reſolved, 'as I 

. could haue wiſhed. Therefore I ſtepta little out of. the 

: way hoping that 1 might eſcape;from being called. 'But 
when my Curate cameto the booke,' who, 1 ſuppoſed, 
Will \ would never haue (toodar it by reaſon of ſome difcourte 
B91108 1 had formerly with him, he withdrew himſelfe as .vn- 

Wk | willing mes Fr pagan, 1H Lwas called for, and 

the booke held 6utivnto me; when ſtraightwayes Ye 
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theſe thoughts in my ſelfe : My greateſt confidehce is 
repoſed in this religion, ibecaule it givethglory to God, 
and authority to the word of God Dretio rooting out of - 
ſuperſtition, and humane doftrines. Onely mine heart 
doubted. in certaine points .of ſmaller. conſequence, . 
which God (as | hope) ſhall-in time reveale vato me. If 
I ſhall refuſe; I ſhall bea meanes to make many others - 
to. tefuſe, and ſo conſequently hinder the courſe of the 
word of God: Therefore I ſubſcribed, and the night fol--- 
lovving ſent vnto- Dofor- Sauder my proteſtation tou= 
ching thoſetvvo-points vvhich had troubled me. He be- : 
ing nothing offeiided tooke my proteſtation- very cour= - 
teoully : ſo my Curate ſubſcribed alſo, -and the day fol- 
lovving fell ſicke. And vyhiles 1 vyasgone along vvith 
the vilitors to Kenda/and Levcafter, he dyed before my 
returne; . having not beene ficke a whole wecke..: Some 
ſuppoſed that ſubſcription killed his heart, others ſaid 
his infirmity proceeded from exceflime: drinking, God 
enely knoweth what was the cauſe of his death. In pro- 
cefleof time, me thought I grew more and more ſtreng- - 
thenedand reſolyed:. but 1 will confefle the truth, I had 
many and grievous temptations; which would not let 
me fleepe for manynights, and drane me betwixt flee- 
ping and waking into ſuch dreames, as 1 think few men 
ever had the like. My nature did ever: defire to avoid 
controverſies. My chiefeſt comfort and indeayour was - 
to preach Chriſt, and falvation-through Chrift plainly 
and fincerely, and to comfort myſelfe inthe-molt Fweer + 
promiſes of holy Scripture, and.in pouring out my pray= 
ers to God, The'infatiable' covetonſneſſe that could be 
reltrained by no'boxinds of temperatice and moderation; 
together with the-pride and carnall here y,andother vis - 


ces of the ſame ranke, which raigned among all forts and 
degreesof people, bur moſt'of all in vs the Prieſts and 
Muiſters;who ought tobeas weare term:d, the Sal of 
#reer'b; have oftentitis broke: my cepes. 'But reco= 
werng-I quicted my ſeit in God, faying, ſurely oy 

much 
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fying, ing his elect people in The naſe of 2 
froward.generation. I was ever ſoliicitous and wary cl» - 

therin ſubſcriptions or oathes not to be catched in a 

trap. Itappeared enough to me, and ſuwfjcient for the 

Do&ours of the Church, that all men were fatisficd in 
the Scriptures and the Articles of the faith. 1n other 
things as they are agreeable to Scripture :| becauſe the 
holy Scripture ought to holde foveraigne place and pre- 

heminency aboue all the writingsof allmen. 1 remems» 
ber whenl went to be admitted into Orders by the Bi- 
ſhop of Oxford, that the Biſhops Chaplaine did adaini« 
ſter an oath ynto vs that we ſhoutd allow the Ordinati» 

ons already made, or hereafter to be made. Touching 
which oath when he conſidered ſomewhat ſeriouſly 
what it was to-oblige our ſeluesto-ordinations to come, 

.concerning which wecould reſolue ypon nothing, theſe 
things not only. much diftrated me, but troubled nine or 
ten more,who were ſworne with me, men farre better 

ſcholllers then my ſelfe. For my part | reſolved to be 

:\worne to no writings but with this exception, ſo farre 
-onely.as they are agrecable to the word of God. Now, 

how:mach it diſtrefied my minde that an oath ſhouid be 

.exacted indoubtfull caſes, Ihauve explained in another 
diſcowſe for the quiet of my confcience. And this ] may 
boldly ſay,that fince I tooke the ceurſe to expiaine mine 
infirmities by writing, not fearing who tocke notice of 
them, ſo that it might benefit my iclfe or others, 1 haue 

found exceeding peace and quit of conſcience, and i arm 
day by day more &dified and confiamed by the reading 
of Scriptures. Andinthis-cale, | praiſe God; that when 

] Takes ri ſelfe mcſt diftrefied ard weake, . my faith tm 
the mercies of God was ſo firme, as ] allure my felfe, 
#hat if at that very inſtant 1 ſhould die, yet I haye had atd 
doe rcetaine that conhdence, that thei diſtraRtions could 
rothing hinder my falyation.] angreſolved with'St.P: 


1 
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] bun obtained mercy, for'l did it ignorantly 5_and vvith 
Job, Although the' Lord kill me, yet will { traſt in him. Yet 
] haue full many atime asked God mercy for theſe of- 
fences, infirmities, ISnorances, and all other mer th and 
- will ever doe ſo whiles I ſhall line in this world. God 


be mercifull vnto vs all. Tam 


T: Hou ſeeſt (Reader) Mr. Gi/pims vpright dealing : 
A He ſpeaketh nothing ofhis owne vertaes, but he is 
wholly taken vp with the; acknowledgement and enu- 
mcration of hig weakneſſes. Perhaps ſome Criticks will 
laugharthe ſimplicity of.che man, bu I herein admire 
his Apoſtolick {pirit, who after the example of bleſſed 
Paul dare not boalt ot himſelfe, but boaſteth in his infir- 
mities,, that Chriſt may dwell in him. Nevertheleſle 
howlſoever he is wholly taken vp with declaration of 
hisowne infirmities, and hath of ſer parpoſe ſpoke no- 
thing of his owae yertues, yet this is; apparant that he 
was twice accaſed by his back-friends to Biſhop Tow 
Fall in the dayes of Queene Mary: But Biſhop Torftal 
who abhorred to ſhed blood wasa ſweerdefence to Mr. 
Gelpin againſt the divers informations of his enemies. At 
the. laſt he was accuſed to, Bowver Biſhop of Lindon who 
gaue order toa Meſſenger for his apprehenſion. Mr.Gil- 
pin perceived the imminent danger, ( for he had notice 
that a Meſſenger was.diſpatched to attach his body) and 
perceiving the reliefe which he had found in Tonftals 
clemency would now faile him, he prepared his holy 
ſoule for Martyrdome: commanding #l;am Airy the 
Steward of his. houſe: to provide: him. a ilong garment, 
that he might goe the mvre comely to the ſtake. Bur the 
ſodaine death of Queene Mary freed the man from this 
danger. After the publication of the Councell of Trent, 
Whea by: chance there happened ſome diſcourſchetwixt 
Mr. Gilpin and Thopr4 Leyery,and Levery bad asked the 
queſtion what Mr. Gi/pis Thooght waning that Com 

: a call; 
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cell: The Fathers ofthe Councell of Trext (faith he) 
hane done the Church a very ſhrewd'turne: for that 
which was indifferent before times they leaue . not fo 
now. Iremember that:Biſhop Toſtal often tolde me. 
that Pope [nnxemt thethird had done. very vnadyifedly, 
in that he had made the opinion 'of Tranfubſtantiation 
an Article of faith : ſeeing in former times it was free 
to holde or refuſe that opinion, Moreover. the Biſhop 
tolde me that he did not doubt but that himſelfe, if he 
had beene in that Councell, could -haue. prevailed with 
the Popeto hauelet-that buſineſſe alone. And what he 
iudged concerning Tranſubſtantiation, the ſame may a 
man reſolue touching all Popery after thepublication of 
the Councel of Trenr , for that which was indifferent 
before; now they doe not ſuffer ſo to be. -Therefore 1 
ſuppoſe thatthe times ofour forefathers though oppreſ- 
ſed with'tmuch ignorance were happier' farre' then the 
enſuing Ages can be-ynder -the Papiſts: becauſe they 
hauenow altered inthe Councel'of T,rexe many inftitu- 
tions of the auncient- Church. For whereas they haue 
placed a part of the rule of faith.in Traditions, that is 
athing which was neyer done in the- Church: before. 
Many things which'were permitted to be taight-in, the 
Church formerly touching Iuſttfication and the Sacra- 
ments are not.now tolerated. ' And vpon theſe occaſions 
the Fathers of the Councel of Trent haue laid vpon other | 
Churches a neceſſity of making a ſeperation from the 
Charch of Rem:: wherein me.thinks thatthey haue not 
dealt adviſedly. : For the Church is' thereby diſtrated 
into differences and fations, and'whatſoever was for- 
merly indifferent in doubrfull, points, ' the Fathers of 
Tres: have made it all neceſſary, and tooke vpon them a 
very hard taske. There were ſome Papiſts, who percei- 
'ying Mr. Gilpin quite alienated from the Popiſh religion 
which he had firſt beene'of in the dayes of Ins igno- 
rancein his youth,. tooke many courſes to haue recalled 
him, if they could” poſſibly, Amongſt them yg: 
07048 
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The life of Bernard Gilpin IF 
Thomas Gelthrop a man well deſcended, and a kinſman of 
Mr.Gilpins. This man wrote aletter to Mr. Giipi,where- 
1n he dealt earneſtly with him not to forſake the religion 


..of his forefathers. In that letter Gelthrop amongſt other 


things inſerted theſe words. You haue a great and a 


_ good report both at London and jn all other places : And 


Lam of this opinion that either you will doe the Church 
a great deale of good if you adhere vnto it,or elſe(which 
God forbid )) you will ſtirre vp more miſchicfe in the 
Church then ever eArrims did. That finne aboundeth it 
is notthe fault ofthe Maſle or of the Mattins, but the 
pernicious doftrine and filthy life of the Clergy and of 0- 
thers. They haue already reformed the Communion, 
and haue publiſhed a booke of the reformed Leiturgy. 


' But this reformation hath not removed the evill, becauſe 
' welſee the people growne farre worlſerthen before. Theſe 
. things I found out amongſt M.G#lpms papers, but I could 


not poſſibly get any more owtof them, the moſt of them 


were ſoexceeding worneand defaced. 


Vnto this letter Mr. Gilpin made anſwer, which 1 


' Found entire. The Letter had this ſuperſcription. 


Tohs Coozen IT HOM A'S GELTHROP:; 


Aud thus it was. 


(= and peace. Your large Letter was brought 
vnto me, whenT had ſmall leiftre to anſwer it, as 


. hecan tell you who bringeth back this vnto you. How- 


beit I thought it not fit to let him come back without an 
anſwer, albeit the concluſion of your letter gaue me 
{mall incouragementto write. For who would take the 
paines to write vnto you, ſeeing you are fully reſolved 


- anddetermined, as youaifirme, never to be perſwaded 


from your opinions by any argument a man can bring ? 
It could not chuſe but be a moſt grieuous thing to the 
: Prophet leremy, vyhen he cryed out to the people, Hear 
the word of the Lord , that they ſhould anſvver vvith a 
 Rifke necke, we will wot heave. Butler vs lcauc theſe things 
KK 2 | to 
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to the divine operation, vyhich is able to. mollifie your 
heart, and to. open the cares of the deafe Adder that itop- 
peth the ſame againſt the voice of the charmer, charme 
henever ſo witely. You looke back vpon the ages pat- 
{cd, you doe well, if alſo you looke back to the times 
of the Patriarkes, the Prophets, of Chriſt, and his Apo- 
ſtles, and: other holy men, with whom if you adviſe 
withont preiudice of blinded afteftion, they will lead 
you farre from that blindnefle, from that errour, I may 
well ſay, from that grofle 1doiairy, which crept into the 
Church while men ſlept. Whereas you are grieved at 
' the fall of Monaſteries.and ſuppreſſion of Abbeys, I am 
ſory you ſhould be blinded in this caſe. For very many 
of your owne religion haue confeſſed that they could not 
poſlibly ſfubſiſt any longer, becauſe the cry of them like 
the cry of Sedome was aſcended into the eares of God, 
Their Sodomiticall crimes were: ſo manifeſt that they 
could not be. longer concealed, the Lord could indure 
thoſe wicked men no lonper. But.it you call to minde 
what enemies thoſe men were to the Miniſtry of the 
word of God, taking away moſt {acrilegiouſly the main= 
tenance allowed for the Miniſters of the word, hardly 
leaving in the moſt Countries any one Rectory vnſipot- 
led, you would eaſily indge that thoſe men couid not 
poſſibly ſtand and flouriſh any longer. This 1s the fruit 
of Luthers doctrine, and the whole word of God truely 
preached, that God ſhall deſtroy that wicked one with 
the breath of his mouth. 

Whereas you fay that he which commeth to God 
muſt belicue,I wiſh you would conſider that thing right- 
ly, that faith and religion can never finde peace and quiet 
but in the ſacred word of God. Faith commeth by hea- 
ring,and hearing by the word of God. Whence it com- 
meth that whoſo beleeverh in Buls, Indulgences, Images, 
and many other vaine conſtitutions of men cannot poſſi- 
bly haue true faith. All thoſe things vaniſh away, where- 
ſoever the word of God hath power and authority. T Nas 
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reſt which you ſay that you:finde.in-the Church of Rowe 
your Catholick Church forſooth, .if you take not the 
better heed, will vndoubtedly faile you in your greateſt 
neceſſity. You ſay that you doe not finde in that religion 
any thing oppoſite to the Goſpell. But if you looke nars- 
rowly into it, you may ſee in that religion the word of 
God rcieted, the golden Legends and _Feſtivalls, with 
Bulls, Indulgences, and many other things. of that fort 
for the molt part obtruded vpon men in ſtead of the 
word of God. But here is a large field and I want leiſure, 
I hope I ſhall get opportunity to write vnto you more at 
large coneermng theſe things. God open your eyes that 
you may ſee the abomination of that Citty which is 
built ypon ſeyenhulls: &-poc. 17. Looke over Hierome 
vpon that place.. If in that Church the Sacraments be 
corrupted, will you reiect the grace of God when he 0- 
peneth the eyes ofhis ſervants to reforme theſe corrup- 
tions? Beware of that fearefull ſentence of Saint //oby : 
He that 1s filthy let him be filthy tif. You alledge that if 
you ſhould now begin to drink of another cup,&c. quite 
forgetting that in the Church of Reme your ſelfe and all 
other Laymen are vtterly exciuded from the cup, con- 
trary to the manifeſt commandement of God, Drznke ye 
af of this, Yourlearnedeſt Doors of Lovame with ma- 
ny others were not able to defend ſo great an abuſe of the 
Supper. If you call vs hereticks; and fly from vs;becauſe 
we haue forſaken fo great abuſes, ſuperſtitions and er- 
rours, to the end that we might draw neere tothe ſacred 
word of God, and holy inſtitutions of Chrit, we.can 
appeale from your yncharitable pretudice,and are able to 
lay with Saint Pal, 1 little eſftcerme to be indged of yon, 58 8 
the Lord which indgeth mr, 

But youalledge that it is a perillous thing to heare our 
Sermons.So {aid the perſequutours of Saint Stephen, Af. 
7. and ſtopped their eares. So ſpoke Amaxis touching 

Amos the Prophet, «Amos. 7. The land is not able to 
beare all his words, Like vnto which are thoſe whom 
RG rs EE David 
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David compareth to the deafe Adder which ſtoppeth 
her cares, P/a/.58, Like vnto whom were many un the 


_ time of the Apoſtles vato whom the Goſpell was hid, 


in whom the God of this world hath blinded the minds 
of ynbelievers, that the light of the Goſpell ſhould nor 
ſhine vpon them. . Touching thoſe Romane thunder- 
claps there is no great cauſe why we ſhould be afraid, 


. thoſe bugbeares were invented to affright children, the 
are not to be feared by-men of yeares. Ereſmas callet 
_ them Brutafſulmina, fooliſh fall 
the Pope and his Cardinalls who curſe vs with ſo much 


e-fires. If therewere in 


bitterneſle but the leaſt reſemblance of Peter and Pani; 
had they the fervent charity of thoſe holy men, and their 
exquiſite diligence to feed the flocke of. Chriſt day and 
night, with other Apoſtolick vertues : then were their 


threats to be feared : but they haue changed the humi- 


lity of Peter into the pride of Lucifer, the poverty and 


..daily labours of the Apoſtles into the riches -of Creſws, 


and 'into the lazinefle and luxury of Sardanepa/ns. To 


. couclude, what agreement is there betwixt light and 
. darknefſe. God hath promiſed in the ſecond of £MHalee 


cby, that he will curſe their bleſſings, or turne their bleſ- 


ſings into curſes, who conſider not in their hearts to giue 


glory vnto his name. See Hierom ypon the third of E= 


{45 :. Thoſe which call you bleſſed, ſeduce you : How 
. many thouſands of men are ſeduced by Indulgences, 


which are extended to many thouſandsof yeares, if the 
rice be according ? The world ſeeth and is grieved to 
holde how the brothers-of Saint Johns Hoſpitall, had 


- granted licences to thoſe who hadlaid violent hands yp- 


on themſtlues to enioy the buriall of .other Chriſtians 
with many ſuch like flattering fitions. As touching the 
life of your grandmother, I never heard but well ; but I 
ſuppole ſhe was a ſuperſtitious woman. If ſhe kept you 


_ at home with her out ofher tender and naturall affetion 


onely, and not to prevent your knowledge of the Gof- 
or my: miſtaking. Yet many 
men 


. 
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men are perſuaded that ſhe and your :vncles withheld 
both from your ſelfe and your ſiſters a great part of the 
portion which wasleft ynto you. Burt let: theſe things 
paſle, ſecing I hauenot beene able toeffeR, nor haue et- - 
feed as yet any thing for you, that money. which.was 
given to meby legacy, I will beftow vpon your ſiſter, if 
it pleaſe her, with ſome addition alfo, becauſe I am per- 
ſuaded ſhe hath more need of it. As concerning the Ca- 
tholick Church,God is my witneſle, that it is the whole - 
deſire of mine heart, and mine aſſured confiderice; that I 
{hall die a member of it. But if I ſhalkbefo'farre miſled - 
by the pompous ourfide of the Church of Rowe,as te-ap» - 
proouethole intolerable abuſes, fupesſtitions, and ido- 
latries, which ſo many wayes rob God: of his honour, . 
I ſhould not.believe my ſelfe a member of Iclus Chriſt. . 
If you approoue of none interpretation of Scriptures, 
but:whart proceeds from Rowe, you- may. cafily ajhrme - - 
whatloeveryou pleaſe. There is nothinsſoablurd;or fo 
contrary to the truth of the eternall God, which may not 
bewreſted by their corrupt gloſles, as it may ſeeme to 
ſerue toa wicked cauſe. With ſuch kinde of men 1s no 
diſputation tobe held. 'As for that-which.you inferre 
touching Arrixe, and the reſt of that ranke, it is nothing 
tothe purpoſe.. Forall the writings of the Prophets,to- 
gcther-with other manifeſt Scriptures, whereunto we 
ought to haute recourſe indonbts of this nature, and to 
beconcluded by. them, doe evidently confound Arrius, 
and all the reſt his partakers. Conſubſantiality, which 
the Greekescall 945201, is confirmed by very many 
evident teſtimonies of Scripture. Bur ſo is not Tranſub- 
ſtantiation, which hath ſo moleſted the .braines of Sco- 
114, Occam, Biel, and all theſchoole Diyines, that many 
a time they areſhrowdly.put to it, what they had belt 
ſtay for removing the abſurdities which ariſetherefrom. | 
Therefore it is apparantthat it.is a meere fichon with- 
out any foundation of Scripture. So that Seorws, ( as Bi- 
ſhop Tonſtal did many times ingemuoully conteſle) wh. 


0, 
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of opinion that-the Church might better , and with 
more caſe make vie of ſome more commodious expoſiti» 
on of thoſe words in the holy Supper. And the Biſhop 
was of the minde that we ought to ſpeake reverently of 
rhe holy Supper, -as did the auncient Fathers, but that 
the opinionof Tranſubſtantiation might well be let a- 
lone. -This thing alſo the ſame .Bilhop Tonſtell was 


wont to aifirme bath in wordsand writings, that Inng- 


ent the thixd knew not what he did when he put Tran- 
ſubſtantiation among the Articles of faith, and he faid 
that /nnocent:144 wanted learned men about him, and in- 
deed, (faith the Biſhop) if Thad beene of his Councell, 


1 make no. doubt but I might hane beene able to haue 


dilwaded him from that reſolution. When Mr. 
Cheaſey ſaid that the Catholicks ſhould doe well to 
give way in the Article-of Tranſubſtantiation, I heard 


not himſclfe ſpeak the words, but «ne which heard him 


tolde me. :W hereas you write touching the impriſon- 


.ment of him and others,truly Iam of the opinion,thatag 
.forthis preſentlife, they liue moſt quietly. Nor doe 
' think that rhemſelues could haue made choice ofa more 
retired kinde of life , ifthe ſting of conſcience trouble 


them not, for maintaining a caule that.is not good, but 
built yponthe land. But if you will necdes haue it that 


men muſt of neceſlity.-conniueatthe beaſtly and abomi-« 


nable lines of ſo many Romane Biſhops, aboue thirty, 
you may alſo finde fault with our Saviour himſelfe, for 
diſcovering fo plainly the perniciousenormities,both of 
the Phariſes, (who in thoſe times were accounted for- 
ſooth thEholy Fathers) and alſo of their Fathers then 
dead : you.may blamealfo the Prophet Efay, who will 
not haueevill men.to be called good, denouncing a.curſe 
againſt that man, who calleth him holy that is not holy : 
And fault alſo with Saint Bernard, who calleth them the 
Miniſters of Antichriſt.:Thoſe things which other god- 
ly men haue written to this purpoſe, doe worthily ex- 


cuſe vs, He blameth thgſe thungs openly concernin 


which 


which heconfeſleth that it.is aſh 
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Aaſhameto-ſpeake: I re- 
veale hot hiddenthungs ({aitt-he?) butt reprooue things 
publickely knowne : ynto. og rthing we are everob- 
Their finntix' whereas you ſay that fiue Sacra- 
udoe not fay well, rejected, 
2 vic them Feveren ling to: the-word of 
God, nordoe we take away the name of a Sacrament , 
as the word 
ſhir 
the name ot. 


hings which may retaine 
nerall yas alſo they doe a 
10ng; | 1Gtent Fathers and-fome 

1 ptiſme andthe 


hoole. men rme, that onely Bapt 
Euchariſt are properly called Sacraments : It is alſo the 
teltimony of Befſarion : We read (faith he) of theſe two. 
Sacraments onely manifeſtly delivered inthe-Goſpell. I 
wonder at you that youdoefo wreſt the words of Saint 
Part to ſuch alence; as that out of thoſe words all the 
Ceremonies of the Maſſe may be eſtabliſhed : whereas 
| you cannot be ignorant , that the greateſt part of them 

th ben added many ages after by the Biſhops of Rowe, 
Wee reade alſo that the Apoltles conſecrated with the 
words of the Goſpell , and with the Lords prayer. | 
Moreover, whereas Saint Paw{had even atthattime or- 
dayned already, that thepeople ſhould not only eate the 
bread with the Miniſter 6 as his owne words-doe mani- 
feſtly prooue) but alſo drinke ofthe cup , you ſee how 


theſe fellowes haue vtterly. tobbed the Church of that 


ordination of Chriſt and his Apoſtles : but how iuſtly, 
or by what good authority they haue done thus, let the- 
{clues looke vnto it, I could neyerin -my reading find 
out the-ground of that authority. I findthe contrary , to 


Wat, that all- men are altogether forbidden to alter any 


the holy Scriptures. | 

- You ſay that the Scriptures allow prayer for the dead, 
and that you know this well enough. Saint /Zierons 
#5 1 wp | | G faith 


thing touching the wordand will of God, delivered in 


OB 
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ſth, that the booke of Macchabes is profitable for wan- 
vers , not to eſtabliſh doftrine. You alledge that Saint 
eAwg;ſtine in-g,aty. places whether there be a 
Purgatorie. If that be a\doubttull poynt;then it is not to 
be obtruded as an Artick-of faith ; butto be left indiffe» 
rent. For,faith isa ſubſtance : Heb 11.1, and faith ought 
not to watier , ſaith Saint /«mes. The Biſhop of Recbe- 


fer writeth concerning Pargatory,, that amongſt the 


Auncients, there was either little or no mentionof it. 
And ſo long as there was no care taken for Pargatore, 
no man ſought after /xdwlgences.;And ſo thoſe innumera- 
ble gaynes by Pardons were never knowne'before Pur- 
gatory was found out. What ſhall wenow ay to bee 
meant by thoſe words of Saint Pan, effeemmg gayne 
goalie: , 1f this be not it. This Mart hath fed and ſtill 


doth feed many idle bellyes, who ſoutly drive away the 


word of God to the belt of their abillity,that they may 
not looſe their Swine. Howbeitat the laſt the truth ſhall 
prevaile, how ever theſe men haue conſpired together. 
"As touching that which you adde concerning the /x- 
vocation of Saints, Saint Awonſtme exhorteth vs rather 
to ſtand to the Scriptures, then either to his writings, 
or the writings of others : and not to build vpon hi 

writings without the authoritie of Scriptures. And 
ſurely in this poynt my conſcience is reſolued,that there 
is not one poynt of all theſe which are controverted, 
that is proved by more evident teltimonyes of Scrip- 
ture, then this, that God alone is to be prayed vnto. and 
by one mediator, namely leſues Chriſt, Row. 10.13, How 
ſhall they call on him m whome they have not beleeved ? We 
"muſt belecuein Ged onely, therefore he onely is to bee 
prayed ynto : That diſtinion touching /»vocation and 
Advocation , that albeit you allow not the: Invocarrnof 
Samts, at the leaſt you allow their adv1cation, is friyo- 


| Jous + becauſe, as thoſe men robb Chriſt of his honour, 


who ſeeke another mediator, ſo theſe are nolefſe injuri- 
ous to Chriſt, who ſecke another Advecate., becauſe we 


hauc 


pon Io. A 


2a 


haue Chrift an Adyocate with the Father. u ob. 2: x. 
and Eſai,63 : he atfirmeth that Abraham knoweth vs mr. 
Truely I aflure my felfe, that Abravar the father of the 
faithtull is no lefle a Saint , then any other of the Saints 
in heaven. You fay, you belecue the Communion of 
Salnts, which we alſo doe all of vs belccue : but you in- 
terre thereupon, that you vnderſtand not how there can 
be a Communion of Saints : if the Saints departed doe 
not pray for vs, and we call vpon them for alliſtance. 
But the Church of Chriſt vnder{tandeth the Communt- 
on of Saints farre otherwiſe. For in the viuall phraſe of 
Scripture, Saints are not ynderſ{tood to be thoſe that are 
departed , and whoſe ſoules are in heauen, but thoſe who 
are living here on the earth. Nor ſhall you almoſt tho- 
rough the whole Scripture of the Old and new Teſta- 
ment find the name of Saint giuen to any man, but thar 
thereby is vnderſtood a Saint living heere on the earth. 
Yea, ſometimes the Scripture ſpeaketh more expreflely 
as in Pſal 16, 3 : to the Saints which are ow the earth: all 
wy delight is in them, Ifany man ever had or could haue 
a Communion with the Saints in heaven, ſurely David 
had it. Buthe expoundeth the communion wherewith 
he was acquainted , that is the communion of Saints on 
earth. So Saint /obx expoundeth this poynt. 1 ob: 1,3. 
What Wwe hae ſeene and knonne that declare we vuto you, 
that yee alſo may have communitn with vs , and that our 
communion may be wits God ,ond with his ſou leſus Chriſt, 
Firſt, all the Church of Chriſt haue comunion with the 
Apoſtolick Church, tha* you may haue comunion with 
vs: Secondiy, this communion of Saints ſhall conſiſt in 
the preaching of the word , and in the participation of 
diverſe gifts for the cdification of the Church in pub- 
licke and private prayers. Thirdly, but in powering out 
of our prayers we have communion with the Father & 
the Soane, or with the Facher by the Sonne. Heere 1s 
no mention at all, no reſpe had to the Saints departed. 
This communion acondingto the words of holy Scrip- 
| 2 ture 


ture extendeth no fixrtherthen to- the Church on earth. 


The Saints departed'are-notcalled.in Scripture ſimply | 


Saints,” but the M6 of, the. firſt borne-in heanen, 
and.the ſpirits of 3uſt and perfett men, Heb: 12.23, Aﬀeer 
* this life we ſhall hayve communion with them; but as for 
thoſe who require this communion with- then in this 
life ; let- them either product from Scripture what they 
fay, orlet them heare that ſentence of our bleſſed Lord, 
In vaime doe ye worſhip me, teaching for doftrints the tra= 
dittons of men, Math ; 15-9. w 
. I-confeſle that if you haue repus to the vie of rhis 
our age, or ſome former ones, the deceafed. are-caled 
Saints, but-it is not the cuſtome of this or-that age, but 
the rule of the holy Scripture that is propounded for 
our imitation. But what doe we contending about this 
points ? Thoſe men who ſtand. ſo hard for [nvovation of 
Sams ſhall grant it ys'to be a thing indifferent :. for in- 
deed it is the fafeſt way to goe to the fountaine of mer- 
cy it ſelfe,, and let the ſtreames alone. Nor ſuffer thoſe 
men to perſwade you , who ſay that they detratt no- 
thing from God , by detrafting their prayers'to the 
Saints : For no man can detrat from God more then he 
who transferreth: the worſhip due to God alone vnto 
the creature... For inyocation is a- part of divine wor- 
ſhip : and this worſhip'/hee communicateth'to no crea- 
ture, who will not giue his glory to another. 
As for your Arguments touching 1m4ges; andfaft ing 
( which pointof faſting God forbid that-either Tor any 
one ſhould deny, yea rather we exhort' all perſons to 


the practiſe of it , onely we deſire to haue the ſuperſtiti= - | 


on & wicked opinions remooved:) together with thoſe 
other. Argumentstouching Relicks,-and'E xorciſmes in 
caſting out vncleane ſpirits forfooth, which thingawhen 
- Itleadeth to Idolatry'1s theſigne of a falſe Prophet : Demt 
T3. Although anſwer might be made to all theſe with 
much eaſe, yet becauſe I now want leiſure , as being 0- 
verleaden with imployments, in regard that-I am defti- 
=> <0 tn ps ture 
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tute of Curate at this fimeand have a very large Pariſh 
to viſite 7 atidialfo my body is-weak,and ſabjett to faint 
with weatinefſe, being'worne out with paynes taking : 
therefore 11 all theſe reſpettes, I haue thought it fitting 
todeferre mine anſiyere to theſe points: yntill another 
time. IF you- be vawilling to come to-Hewgbton ypon 
Sunday next, beeauſe yon will not be an offence to my 
Pariſhioners (int which caſe you carinot blame me if 1 ap-. 
peare very carefull of my Pariſhioners, in regard of the 
oreat-charge laid-vpon me)for it is apparant in the times 
of the Prophets, and in; all ſucceeding ages , {ince that 
__ people hane been too too ptone to ſuperſtiti- 
on, anda micheifedoth incteaſe eaſily ; and creep further 
in one day, then'goodlefſons in a whole moneth : ther- 
fore, ſundry excepted ( vnleſſe you will come vp inco 
bor Fe hn in my judgement you ought not*to re- 
fule ) if: youcome ftraightwayes after the Sabboth day 
- tsended; and'depart about Saterday.noone , you ſhall bee 
heartily welcome : therefore that excuſe which you pre- 
tend ought not to retarde your acceſle. And: although 
yourlaſt conchiſion doe ( as- Itold you already )-take a- 
 Wayallhope and confidence from a' man who ſhall con- 
ferre with'you;YerT will notreaſe to hope better things 
touching your cohverfion, then you ſeeme to hope of 
your fell. Saint Pau! had oncea firme reſolution to dye 
a Phariſy , and. a perſecuter of Chriſtians ; but God had 
referved'for him the treaſure, of power and mercy , to 
the end'that he might ordayne himto Preach that glori- 
ous. namee which he had-formerly perſecuted. - I com- 
mend you to the goodues of the Almightie God, which 
1sable by the ſpirit of knowledge, to leade you inte all 
truth, - Fare ye well.” From Haxghron the 14.0f Oftober. 
T5 80. © + ** - Yourloving Vncle | 
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| g® long as- Biſhop Pi/kinton lived, Mr. Gilpin had a 
w-moſt kind friend of him;aftey whoſe deceaſoRicherd 


G 3 Barnes 


Barzes (accceded in the Biſhopricke, This man was 
lomewhat offended with Mr. Geþw: And:hereby han- - 


gethaſtory which I muſt ferch ſomewhat farre.Mr,Gu- 
pi was accuſtomed ſometimes to ride to Oxford, eſpe- 
cially in his younger time when he was able to indure 
travell. Now it happened vpon a time as he was ypon 
his way towards Oxfor;that he eſpyed by the way fide 
a youth one while walking and another while running. 
Mr. Gilpin demanded of him who he was, whence he 
came, and whither he was going. He made an{wer that 
he came out of Wales,and that he was bound for Oxford 
with intent to be a ſchollers Mr. Gipir examineth the 
youth, and findeth him a prompt -ſchotler inthe Latine, 
and that he had a little ſmattering of the Greeke. And 
wilt thou (faith Mr. G«pm) be contented to goe with 
me? I will provide for thee. The youth was contented: 
whereupon Mr. G«pm tooke himalong with hia firſt 
to Oxford. afterwards to Houghton, where he profited 
exceedingly both in Greekeand Hebrew ; whom Mr. 
Gelpin at the laſt ſent to Cambridge, And this was that 
famous Hugh 8 rowghton fo exceeding apt in learning the 
Greckeand Hebrew, but a man ofa moſt inconſtant ne» 
ture. For when Mr. G«pmgrew olde, whether it was 
inexpeQationof Mr. Gspms Parſonage, or for ſome 0- 
ther cauſe, it is reported that he procured Mr, Gi/pm to 
be troubled and moleſted by the Biſhop of Daurbem, 
Now ſo itfell out, that whiles the Biſhops minde began 
to be turned from Mr. Gi/pm. the Biſhop ſendeth vnto 
him and giveth him notice rhar iris his pleaſure to hane 
him to preach at a viſitationin time and place appoin» 
ted. Which thing fell out at the very ſame inſtant when 
Mr. Gi/pm was preparing for his accuſtomed Northerne 
journey, to wit, 'amongft them of Ridaeſdale and Tiws 
date : wherefore he diſpatched his ſervant vnto the Bi- 
ſhop to make his excuſe vnto him, and to informe his 
Lordſhip the reafon of his purpoſed journey 3 andtoin- 
txcat the Biſhop that he be pleaſed to appoint ſome-other 
pO to 


— 
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to preacharthe viſitation, ſeeing there were many who 
would be willing enough to preach at the viſitation, but 
that there was not a man who would-performethat dij- 

ty among thoſe borders if he negletedit : and that at 

any other time he would be ready to performe his duty. 

The ſeryant having beene with the Biſhop returneth to 

his Maſter, whodemanded of him' whether hee had 

madehisexcuſetothe Brſhop + I haue, faith he: well, 

and what-(faith Mr. Gzlpin) was the Biſhops anſwer ? 

Whereuntotheſervantanſwered, the Biſhop made no 

reply, but held his peace. ui racer, conſentire videtar:; 

faith Mr. Gipm': He that replyeth not ſeemes to con- 
ſent. Therefore Mr. G#pir went on with his purpoſed 
progreſſe. Whichthing fo ſoone 'as the Biſhop vnder- 
ſtood, he preſently-ſuſpended Mr. Grlpin from all Eccle- 

ſiaſticall imployment. Mr. Gilpi» returning home fin- 
deth himſetfe ſuſpended, athing that helittle dreamed 
of, yet he tooke'it patiently. The Biſhop having notice 
that Mr:Gilpm was returned home, ſendeth vnto him 
inſtantly warning him to meete himand the reſt of the 
Clergy at Cheſter .M.Gi/pre being come toCbeſter findeth 
there the Biſhop with many of rhe Clergy,who were 
all commanded te aſſemble themſelves in the Church. 
The Biſhop hadat thattime a brother of his owne one 
Tohs Barnes who was his Chancellour, a man, of whom 
_ tis hardto ſay whether he was more luſtfull or more 
covetous : who whereas he ſhould haue beene the man 
that onght to hane reformed many enormities in theDi- 
ocefic, was indeed the authour of them, permitting baſe 
and diſhoneſt perſons to eſcape ſcotfree for a piece of 
money, fothat the Biſhop had a: very ill report every 
where. Whenthey wereall. met together the Biſhop 
calleth Mr. Gilpis ynto bim, and:faith, Mr, Gi{pin,I muſt 
hane you preach today: Mr. Gupmdeſired tot be excu- 
fed, forT came not. (faith he) provided ; and moreover 
I vr. 0-70 ButI carr free, you (faith the Biſhop) 
komthatitſpenfion,anddoenow free you: Mr: Gulpin - 
OM I, | | replyed, 
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mained 
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ence to goe vp into the pulpit forthwith. Mr. Gilpin de- 


laying the timea 


notbe vndone; I will take a better order in theſe matters 
berealtery if ny ſuch ſhall come tomy kngwledge.) Be 
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holde,faid Mr.Gi/pin,I bring theſe things to your know- 
ledge this day : Let not your Lordſhip fay theſe crimes 
haue beene committed by the fault of others without 
your knowledge : for whatſoever either your ſelfe ſhall 
doe in perſon, or ſuffer through your connvency to be 
done by others, is wholly your owne. Therefore inthe 
preſence of God, his Angels, and men, I pronounce your 
Fatherhood to be the authour of all theſe evills, yea and 
in that {tri day of the generall account I ſhall be a wit- 
nes to teltifie againſt you that all theſe things haue come 
to your knowledge by my meanes; and all theſe men 
ſhall beare witnefle hereof who haue heard meſpeaking 
vnto you this day. Now whiles that Mr. G#/pin thunde- 
red out theſe things, hee did thereby put all his friends 
into a great feare, and diſtruſt what would become of 
him. Therefore when he had made anend of his Ser- 
mon, his friends came about him and tolde him with 
teares, thatnow at laſt the Biſhop had gotten that ad- 
vantage againſt him which hee had long deſired and 
ſought for : you hawe, ſay they, put a ſword into his 
hand to ſlay you : ifheretofore he hath beene offended 
with you without a cauſe, what may you now expe&t 
from him, who being provoked ſhall make vſe of his 
owne power to injure you by right or wrong? To whom 
Mr. Gelpin made anſwer, ſaying: be not afraid:The Lord 
God overruleth vs all ; fo that thetruth may be propa- 
gated, and God glorified, Gods will be done concerning 
. me. After the Sermon they mer all together at dinner, 
 &allmen wereafraid that the Biſhop would have done 
Mr. Gi{pin ſome ſhrewd tarnfor his Sermon, and filently 
expected what would becotne of the matter. Aﬀter din- 
ner Mr. Gilpi» commeth to the Biſhop to ſee him, and 
to take leaue of him, and foto returne homewards. Ic 
{hall not be fo, faid the Biſhop, for I will bring you to 
your houſe ; And: ſo Mr. Gilp returned: home in the 
company ofthe Biſhop. ! 1/04 53 tn 
And when they were now come to Mr.Gi/pins bow, 
H an 
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replyed, that he durſt not goe vp intothe pulpit ynpro- 
videp. But we know (lauh. the Biſhop), that you, are 
never. vnprovided; for. you. haye:now. gotten ſuch;an 
habic of preaching; chat you are able!to, performe. it, 
if you yieae, even ypon T 4odaine., 'Mr. Gi/pin re- 
mained yomooveable.in his. reſolution, anſwering that 
God was not ſo to be tempted, 1aying that it was well 
with him, if he were able to performe any thing .inthis 
kinde ypon mature deliberation. W hereunto the. Biſhop 
replyed, Icommand you vpon your Canonicall obedt- 
Enceto po vp into the pulpit forthwith. Mr. Gilpix de- 


ing it can be.none otherwile,..your -Lordſhips will be 


- 
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done ; andafter alittle pauſ Ks A fermon. As hee 
was in his ſermon hee obſerved ſome extraordinarily 
prepared who wrote all he ſpoke. But yet hee procee- 


deth in his ſermon, vntill he came to.a word of exhorta- 


tion, andreprehenlion of yices, Atthe laſt he proceeded 


to the reproofe of thoſe.cnormities which then raigned 
in that Dioceſſe; and were.every where ſpoken of. And 
now, faith he, Reverend Father, .,my ſpeech muſt be di- 
reed to your Fatherho6d. God hath exalted you to be 
Biſhop of this Dioceſſe,and God requireth anaccount of 
your government therof: a reformation of all thoſe mat- 
ters whichareamiſſe in this Church, is expeRed at your 
hands, and an-account thereof is.required. And now leſt 
perhaps, while it is-apparant that ſo many. enormities 
are committed.every where,your Lordſhip ſhould make 
anſwer that you had no notice, of them given you.neither 
did theſe things ever come to your knowledge, (which 
words Mr. Gelpin.uſed,, becauſe hee knew well enough 
that this was the Biſhops. viuall aoſwer, that whenſoe- 
ver men made _any complaints aeaipk the evill- govern- 
ment of the Chancelfour, the ia hop wasaccuſtomed to 
fay, alas, theſerhings I neyer knew of; what is done can 


notbe vndone; I will take a better order in theſe matters 


hereakiery if any ſuch ſhall come tomy kngwlrdge-) Ber 
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holde,ſaid Mr.Gi/piy,T bring theſe things to your know- 
ledge this day : Let not your Lordſhip fay theſe crimes 
haue beene committed by the fault of others without 
your knowledge : for whatſoever either your ſelfe ſhall 
doe in perſon, or ſuffer through your connivency to be 
done by others, is wholly your owne. Therefore inthe 
preſence of God, his Angels, and men, I pronounce your 
Fatherhood to be the authour of all theſe evills, yea and 
in that ſ{tri& day of the generall account I {hall be a wit- 
nes to teltifie againſt you that all theſe things haue come 
to your knowledge by my meanes; and all theſe men 
ſhall beare witnefle hereof who haue heard me ſpeaking 
vnto you this day. Now whiles that Mr. G#i/pi thunde- 
red out theſe things, hee did thereby put all his friends 
into a great feare, and diſtruſt what would become of 
him. Therefore when he had made anend of his Ser- 
mon, his friends came about him and tolde him with 
teares, that now at laſt the Biſhop had gotten that ad- 
vantage againſt him which hee had long defired and 
ſought for : you haye, fay they, put a ſword into his 
hand to lay you : ifheretofore he hath beene offended 
with you without a cauſe, what may you now expect 
from him, who being provoked ſhall make vſe of his 
owne power to injure you by right or wrong? To whom 
Mr. Gelpin made anſwer, ſaying: be not afraid: The Lord 
God overruleth vs all ; fothat the truth may be propa- 
gated, and God glorified, Gods will be done concerning 
. me. After the Sermon they mer all together at dinner, 
 &allmen wereafraid that the Biſhop would hane done 
Mr. Gi{pin ſome ſhrewd tarnfor his Sermon,and filently 
expeted what would becomeof the matter. After din- 
ner Mr. Gilpi» commeth to the Biſhop to ſee him, and 
to takeleaue of him, and foto returne homewards. It 
thall not be ſo, faid the Biſhop, for I will bring you to 
your houſe ; And ſo Mr.-Gilpms returned: home in the 
company ofthe Biſhop. ! (5 575 
And when they were now cotne to Mr.Gilpins haul, 
H an 
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and walked withia into the parlour, the Biſhop vpon a 
ſodaine caught Mr. Gilpin by the hand, and vied theſe 
words vnto him: Father G«pin, Iacknowledge youare 
fitter to be Biſhop of Durbam, then my lelfe to be Par- 
fon of this Church of yours : I aske forgiueneſle for er- 
rours paſſed; forgiue me father : I know you hane hat- 
ched vp ſome chickens that now ſeeke to pick out your 
eyes ; but ſo long as I ſhall liue Biſhop of Drbam,be ſe- 
Cure, no man {hall injure you. Mr.G«/pins friends, that is 
all good men began to rejoyce, andto giue God thanks, 
acknowledging the powerfull hand of God, in that the 
Biſhop being 1o offended with him, was fo prevented by 
the power of God, as that the thing which he had pur- 
poſed for his diſgrace,ſhould turne to his greater credit. 
In the meane while Mr. G«pin reaped the fruit of a pj- 
ous life in all plentifull manner. TINY 
After that age began to grow vpon him, there was in 
the towne of Newcaſtle one Geniſon who had received to 
home a ſonne of his owne brothers lately returned from 
the parts beyond the ſeas. This Genzſo, was much ag- 
grieved for that his brothers ſonne was (as hee vnder- 
ſtood) madea leluite : whereupon heeſent the young 
man to Mr. Gilp», intreating him to hauea care of him, 
and to diſſwade him if he could poſſibly from his wick- 
edand dangerous opinions. After that Mr. G#pis had 
often conferd with him, he found the young fellow moſt 
inſolently proud, and armed with boldnetle and impu- 
dence,corrupting the holy Scriptures with certaine new 
and vabeard of expoſitions. W hereupon'Mr. Gvlpin 
wrote to his vncle Mr.. Geni/ſen, 'that he was a moſt au- 
dacious young fellow, and came not to himto beinſtru- 
&ed, but to teach him rather. '/': GOES 
Theyoung fellow,faith beghinking I know not how, 
a great deale tog well of himſelfe, -hadan hope to draw 
meat theſe yeares, to-acknowledge certaine abfardities.' 
I ſee that the Ieſuites hane found ant certainenew Expo-+ 
Gtjons of Scripture ngver heard of heretofore; They caſt 
| 7 away 
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away all reſpeX, and ſet vpon men with impudency- 
They dare proue the Invocatiou of Saints from Abra- 
bam, Iſaar,and [acob. This fellow doth obſtinately af 
firmethat the Church of Rome hath not erred 1n any one 
thing. Their moſt horrible errours touching Indulgen- 
ces, talſified Miracles, falſified Reliques, Pilgrimages, 
worſhipping of Inaages, and the reſt of the ſame fort, all 
theſe this wonderfull man findeth out in the Goſpell. 
And hee ſtandeth vpon it ſtiffely that all theſe things are 
good and holy.I deſire not to haue any more to doe with 
{uch a monſtrous kinde of men, with ſuch fierce natures, 
who open thetr mouths agataſt heaven, for what 1s it to 
open their mouthes againlt heaven, if this be not, fo vi- 
olently and diſgracefully to handle the holy Scriptures ? 
They haye deviſed and daily doe deviſe horrible ſtrange 


 expoſitions ſuch as were never heard: of before in the 


Church of Rome: I therefore deſire to-rid mine hands of 


this fellow as of a ſcabbed ſheepe, for feare he might in- 


fetmy whole flocke. 

After that his leane body was quite worne out with 
diverſity of paines-taking, at the laſt even feeling before 
hand the approach of death, he commanded the poore to 
be called together, vnto whom hee made a ſpeech, and 
tooke his leaue of them. Afterwards he did the like to 
others. He fell ſick-about the end of Febresry, and after 
many exhortations yſedto the ſchollers, to his ſervants, 
and to divers others, atthe laſt he fell aſleep inthe Lord 
in great peace, the fourth day of «March, inthe yeare of 
our Lord 1583. and 1n the 66. yeare of his age. 

He was tall of ſtature, and ſlender, being hawke-no- 
ſed. His clothes were ever ſach as coſt not very dcare. 
He could never away with gay apparell. In things be- 
longing to his owne body he was very frugall, and retai- 


, nedthe auſterity of the auncient. In things which might 


tend to the good of others he was exceeding bountttull, 
eſpecially towards poore people and (chollers. He deſi- 
red ſtill to keep his dores open for the intertainment of 
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- any pooxe, or ſtranger, In his owne houſe he boorded 
| and kept atthe moſt foure and twenty ſchollers, ſome- 
times fewer, Eutſeldome. The greater number of his 
boorders were poore mens fonnes, vpon whom he be- 
ſtowed meat, drink. and cloth, andeducation in learning. 
He was wont to enterteine his Pariſhioners and ſtran- 
gers at his table not onely at the Chriſtmas time, as the 
cuitome1s, but becauſe he hada large and wide Pariſh, 
and a great multitude of people, he kept a table for them 
every Sunday from Michaelmas to Eaſter. He had the 


Gentlemen, the husbandmen, and the poorer ſort ſet e- 
very degree by themſclues, and as it were ordered in 


ranks. He was wont to commend the marryed eſtate in 
the Clergy, howbeit himſelfe lived and dyed a fingle 
man. He beſtowed inthe building, ordering andeſta- 
bliſhing of his ſchoole, and in providing yearly ſtipends 
for a Schoole-maſter and an V ſher,the full ſymme of fiue 
hundred pounds : out of which ſchoole he ſupplied the 
Church of England with great ſtore of learned men. He 
was Carefull to avoid not onely all evill doing, buteven 
the lighteſt ſuſpicions thereof. And he was accounted a 

Saint inthe judgements ofhis very enemiesif he had 

any ſuch.Being full of faith vnfeigned, and of good 
Wworkes, he wasat the laſt put:into his graue 
asa heap of wheat in due time ſwept . 
into the garner, £3 
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